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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Members,

I hope that you have and an 
enjoyable summer filled with 
pleasant archaeological encounters 
in print, video, and in person.  We 
on the board are excited about the 
coming season and especially this 
fall as we enter Archaeological 
Awareness Month in October.  As in 
past years the Society will be 
observing this month with our 
semiannual (fall) meeting.  

New this meeting will be our 
meeting site at the Fairfield 
Museum.  This museum has just 
opened a year and a half ago and it 
features some cutting edge museum 
exhibits which show the potential 
for displaying educational material 
illustrating local history in a unique 
fashion.  We are pleased to be using 
their modern lecture facilities and to 
allow members to view the exhibit 
rooms during the breaks in our 
program.

Our program is one that we are 
especially proud of since it deals 
with the subject of Aqua-
Archaeology, the archaeology of 
aboriginal utilization of fresh and 
salt water resources.  Dawn Brown 
has outdone herself in putting 

together a panel of archaeologists 
who will speak on everything from 
fish weirs and fishing camps to the 
exploitation of coastal resources on 
Long Island Sound.  Under the topic 
of current research, two of our 
board members, Rob Wallace and 
Diana Messer, along with Southern 
Connecticut State University’s 
Valerie Andrushko, will be 
presenting the results of their studies 
of the Sturges Park burials in 
Fairfield, a long awaited 
presentation for those of us in 
Southwestern Connecticut.

Coincident with this meeting is the 
publication of “Connecticut’s First 
Fishermen” written by Society 
members Lucianne Lavin and Marc 
Banks.  This is part of the series on 
Connecticut’s archaeological 
preserves published by the State 
Historical Preservation Office and it 
focuses on the recently created 
LeBeau Fishing Camp and Weir 
Preserve in Killingly.  Although that 
is its focus, the booklet deals 
comprehensively with aboriginal 
fishing from the Paleo Hunter to 
Contact, giving a nice overview of 
the archaeological evidence for 
fishing in southern New England.  
We are hoping that copies of this 
publication will be available at the 
meeting.

This spring marks the Society’s 75th

anniversary.  We are planning to 
meet in Essex to celebrate that and 
the Board is presently putting 
together a program that will deal 
with the current state of archaeology 
in Connecticut and its future 
directions.  More details on that will 
be forthcoming in the next issue of 
this newsletter.

Returning briefly to our coming 
meeting, we a proud to be awarding 
out first grant in honor of Lyent 
Russell.  The Board has been 
working for the past decade to 
amass donated funds and grow that 
fund to the point where it is an 
endowment capable of helping to 
sustain archaeological research in 
Connecticut.  Be sure to be present 
during the brief business meeting at 
1:00 for the announcement of the 
first recipient.

As always I look forward to seeing 
you in Fairfield and I continue to 
solicit your comments and 
suggestions.  I also ask that you 
seriously consider becoming more 
involved in the Society.  We are in 
need of new blood and new ideas.  
Please do not hesitate to contact me 
either at the coming meeting or by 
e-mail or phone. 

Dan Cruson 
President
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IMPORTANT CORRECTION!

In the previous issue of ASC 
News, the date of the Fall 

Meeting was listed as October 
11, 2008.  Due to circumstances 
beyond our control, that date has 
been changed to October 18, as 
noted elsewhere in this issue.  

Please be sure you have marked 
October 18 on your calendar.

Have You Checked Our 
Website Recently?

Visit us at 
www.connarchaeology.org

for the latest information about the 
ASC, archaeology in our region, and 
an electronic version of this 
newsletter, constantly updated by 
our webmaster Jay McMahon.  Buy 
books and other merchandise from 
the ASC Bookstore and help benefit 
your society!

NEWS FROM OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS

Archaeology
Club of
Norwalk
Community College

Club Meetings — Fall 
Academic Semester

October 9 - Thursday 7:30 pm
Pepsico Theatre — East 

Campus
Thieves of Baghdad:

 The Looting of
the Iraq National Museum

Col. Matthew Bogdanos

The NCC Archaeology Club 
presents a spectacular speaking 
event featuring Colonel Matthew 
Bogdanos, USMC, author of the 
critically-acclaimed book “Thieves 
of Baghdad:  One Marine’s Passion 
to Recover the World’s Greatest 
Stolen Treasures”.  In his book, 
Colonel Bogdanos explores the 
April 2003 theft and looting of the 
Iraq National Museum.  He will
describe his team’s recovery of 
thousands of these priceless objects 
and how he exposed the black 
market in stolen antiquities that 
funded the insurgency in Iraq.  His 
talk illustrates the impact of 
museum collections  up on the 

cultural identity of a nation and the 
world.

This large cylindrical vessel made of
alabaster displays cultic and daily life

scenes. It was discovered in Warka (ancient 
Uruk) and dates to 3000 B.C.  Stolen in 

April 2003 from the Iraqi National Museum, 
the vessel was recovered, in pieces, in June.

Versatile and accomplished, 
Matthew Bogdanos, an assistant 
district attorney in Manhattan,
where New York tabloids call him 
“pit bull” for his relentless 
prosecution of criminals, is a 
colonel in the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserves, middleweight boxer, and 
native New Yorker.  He holds a 
degree in classics from Bucknell
University, a law degree and 
Master’s degree in classical studies 
from Columbia University, and a 
Master’s degree in military strategy 
from the Army War College. 
Following his release from active 
duty in the Marines, Col. Bogdanos
was appointed a special assistant 
U.S. attorney and rose to senior 
homicide trial counsel in the New 
York County DA’s Office.

Recalled to active duty after losing
his apartment near the World Trade 
Center on September 11, 2001, 
Bogdanos led a multi-agency task 
force in Afghanistan and received a 
Bronze Star, obtaining intelligence 
on 11 of the “Top 25” Taliban and 
al-Qaeda leaders.  Appointed deputy 
director, he led the task force into 
Iraq in March 2003 to search for
evidence of terrorist cells, UN 
Security Council Resolution 
violations, and terrorist financing.  
In April 2003, Colonel Bogdanos 
began the investigation into the 
looting of Baghdad’s Iraq Museum, 
resulting in the recovery of over
6,000 antiquities in eight countries.
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Exposing the link between the 
trafficking in stolen antiquities and 
terrorist financing, he has delivered 
speeches in more than 125 cities in a 
dozen countries throughout the
world in venues ranging from 
universities and museums to law-
enforcement agencies, Interpol, and 
members of both houses of the
British Parliament.  He urges a more 
active role for international 
organizations, private foundations, 
governments, and the art community
in combating what he calls the 
global criminal enterprise that is 
pillaging the world’s cultural 
heritage.

Colonel Bogdanos is the recipient of 
a 2005 National Humanities Medal 
from President George Bush for his 
work recovering Iraq’s priceless 
treasures.  Released back into the 
Reserves in October 2005, Colonel 
Bogdanos returned to the New York
County District Attorney’s Office 
and continues the hunt for Iraq’s 
stolen antiquities. He has been 
published in legal, military, and 
classical journals and received the 
Hellenic Lawyers Association 
Public Service Award in 2004.  
Colonel Bogdanos’ book will be 
available for sale before the meeting 
and his talk will be followed by a 
book signing. All royalties earned 
from the sale of Thieves of Baghdad 
go directly to the Iraq National 
Museum.

September 11 – Thurs. 7:30 pm
Culinary Arts Dining Room -

West Campus 
Promoting Public 

Archaeology- NCC Team 
Assists the Topper 

Excavation
South Carolina

This famous Paleo-Indian site has
Pre-Clovis levels and may be the 
oldest site currently under 
excavation in either North or South 
America.

For the second time in three years,
representatives from the NCC 
Archaeology Club have excavated at 
the much publicized Topper Site on 
the Savannah River in South
Carolina. This May four 
archaeology students and club 
members spent a week in the remote
backwoods of South Carolina in 
support of the ongoing excavations 
at one of the largest Paleo-Indian 
(13,200 ybp) sites in the Eastern 
US, under the aegis of the 
Southeastern Paleo-American 
Survey (SEPAS), which oversees 
the study of early man throughout 
the southeast.

NCC participants were Linda
Fallon, Tom Pankosky, Neal 
Konstantin, and Holly Cuzzone, a 
former NCC student and recent 
graduate from Yale University in
Archaeology.

Tom Pankosky, Neal Konstantin, Dr. Al 
Goodyear (USC), Holly Cuzzone and Linda 
Fallon

A unique aspect of this University
of South Carolina project is that 
unlike other digs of this stature 
which would typically limit work to 

graduate students or professional
archaeologists, the Topper (SEPAS)
project actively promotes public 
volunteerism, including for actual 
excavation. Avocationalists and 
amateurs, who log in thousands of 
hours, also help fund the annual six 
week program through donations of
$415 per person per week. This 
covers overhead costs as well as 
camping, and lunch and dinner 
every day. Those not trained in 
excavation techniques are put to
work transcribing data or assisting 
with other tasks.

The Topper site is controversial in
that evidence of human habitation 
there extends back into the 
Pleistocene, with the oldest C14 
dates coming in at 50,000 ybp.  
Dates as old as 15,000 ybp have 
been confirmed, helping debunk the 
“Clovis First” settlement theory of 
the Americas, which had no human 
presence here prior to the parting of 
the ice sheets and travel via the
Bering Land Bridge. This theory 
has now been disproven, 
particularly in light of the 14,300 
ybp coprolites (excrement) 
containing human DNA recently 
found in an eastern Oregon cave.

Topper is led by Dr. Al Goodyear, a 
professor at USC, with close 
support from Tom Pertierra who 
manages the dig as Dr. Goodyear’s 
second in command. The staff is 
made up of graduate students from
around the country who are taking 
the opportunity to perform career-
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forming research at a site that may 
be the oldest formal archaeological 
site under excavation in either North 
or South America.

One unique aspect of the dig was
the presence of the new SEPAS 
Mobile Laboratory, housed in a 
trailer, which allows data entry, 
microscopic viewing and 
photography to be done at the site, 
in real time, in an air-conditioned 
lab space.  A second unit will be 
built and both will be made 
available to excavations in the 
southeast on the condition that they 
promote and encourage public 
archaeology.  

NCC’s Tom Pankosky mapping Clovis 
artifacts

Our September meeting features a
presentation on Topper, as well as a 
talk on the Pre-Columbian Maya of 
Guatemala by Jim Charton.  For 
more about SEPAS or volunteering 
at Topper in May of 2009, email
sepas@sc.edu. - Neal Konstantin

REPORT FROM THE 
FIELD:

GALLOW’S HILL

The spring 2008 semester dig at the
Gallows Hill site focused on 
examining the western edge of the 
depression which previous seasons 
had shown to have been the remains 
of an historic structure dating to the 
second half of the 18th century.  It 
was hoped that some trace of the
structure's foundation (if it indeed 
had one to begin with!) would be 
unearthed.

Despite the discovery of many rocks 
in the area where a wall would have 
been expected, these were found to 
constitute the usual weathered
fragments of bedrock which lie a 
short distance below the surface of 
the site. After drawing and
photographing these rocks, virtually 
nothing was found below them, 
unlike the central part of the
structure, where historic ceramics 
and other artifacts were found under 
some rocks.  At the area
immediately east of this year's dig 
was the floor of the structure, it 
would appear that the edge of the
structure was found, as none of this 
season's artifacts were found 
anywhere near the level of the floor. 
Based on the evidence at hand, it 
would appear that either the 
structure never had a stone
foundation or that if it had, the 
stones may have been "robbed" for 
use in some other capacity.

In addition to a small amount of 
historic artifacts, including wrought 
nails, window glass and ceramics, a 
concentration of quartz debitage 
was found just outside the edge of 
the depression, as was a broken 
Wading River projectile point of the
Late Archaic period Sylvan Lake 
complex, which dates to c. 1700-
2500 B.C.

The fall semester will see a return to 
the site to continue to trace the edge 
of the structure to one of its corners. 
Club members are invited to
participate in the fall dig, and to 

assist new students in the 
Introduction to Archaeology course, 
who will begin their weekend digs 
in late September. Call Ernie 
Wiegand at the Archaeology Office 
(857-7377) for further details.

Connecticut 
Archaeology Center

Connecticut Archaeology Aware-
ness Month (AAM) is an annual 
initiative held in October.  It is 
aimed at educating the general 
public on the cultural diversity, 
fragility and importance of the 
state's archaeological resources, and 
the need for preservation of 
archaeological sites in our state. 
AAM celebrates Connecticut's 
Native American, European 
American and African American 
heritages through site tours, posters, 
exhibits, presentations, and other 
activities sponsored by 
organizations throughout the entire 
state, and features events for people 
of all ages. AAM is a collaboration 
between the Museum's Connecticut 
Archaeology Center and the 
Connecticut Commission on Culture 
and Tourism (CCT).

Please see the listing of AAM 
events sponsored by the Connecticut 
Archaeology Center and other 
organizations starting on the next 
page.

Cutting & Cording: Two 
Essential Skills of the Stone Age
Jim Dina, Adjunct Professor, CCSU
Sunday, December 14, 1 pm to 3 pm
Museum of Natural History (Map 
will be mailed to participants.)
Advance registration required: $20 
($15 for members) Includes 
materials fee. Adults and children 
ages 8 and above. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Become a Stone Age craftsman by 
learning the two most basic skills: 
making simple cutting tools and 
cordage. The principles behind this 
combination of technologies are 
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very basic, yet much can be 
accomplished by using simple raw 
materials with these concepts. 
Combine these two skills in a 
variety of ways to make more 
compound tools, and then design 
and manufacture your own personal 
necklace or wrist ornament of slate 
to wear home. Jim Dina, expert 
ancient technologist, will teach 
these skills to you in one afternoon!

To register for a program or for 
more information, contact the 

Connecticut Archaeology Center at 
860-486-4460 or E-mail to 

www.cac.uconn.edu

The New Haven Society of AIA will 
host the following lectures at Yale 
University, Phelps Hall, Room 407:

Monday, November 10, 2008 at 
4:30 PM
Andrew Stewart, University of 
California, Berkeley (Thompson 
Lecture) 
Designing Women: The Hetaira as 
model from Phintias through 
Praxiteles

Tuesday, February 17, 2009 at 
4:30 PM
Susan Rotroff, Washington 
University (Solow Lecture) 
The Unsolved Mystery of the Agora 
Bone Well

Tuesday, March 24, 2009 at 4:30 
PM
Andrea Berlin, University of 
Minnesota (Joukowsky Lecture)
New Light on the Period of the 
Maccabees: Excavations at Tel 
Kedesh

New Haven Society Contact
Lisa Brody

203-436-3575
lisa.brody@yale.edu

The Hartford Society of AIA will 
host the following lectures at Trinity 
College, McCook Hall Auditorium:

Monday, October 13, 2008 at 8:00 
PM
John Pollini, University of Southern 
California (Metcalf Lecture)
Star Power in Imperial Rome: 
Astral Theology, Casturian 
Imagery, and the Dual Heirs in the 
Transmission of Power

Monday, February 09, 2009 at 
8:00 PM
Deborah Carlson, Texas A&M 
University
The Tektas Burnu Shipwreck: 
Shedding New Light on Classical 
Ionia

Monday, March 23, 2009 at 8:00 
PM
Andrea Berlin, University of 
Minnesota (Joukowsky Lecture)
New Light on the Period of the 
Maccabees: Excavations at Tel 
Kedesh

Hartford Society Contact
Martha Risser
860-297-2386
martha.risser@trincoll.edu

STATE HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION OFFICE

The following news items from 
various organizations are being 
shared with us courtesy of Dave 
Poirier, Staff Archaeologist, 
Historic Preservation and Museum 
Division, Connecticut Commission 
on Arts, Tourism, Culture, History 
and Film, (also known as the 
Connecticut State Historic 
Preservation Office or “SHPO”).  
Dave sends out e-mail updates 
regularly, and you can contact him 
at Dave.poirier@ct.gov about 
being placed on his mailing list.

CONNECTICUT 
ARCHAEOLOGY 

AWARENESS MONTH

Schedule of Events

Saturday, October 4

Third Annual Archaeological 
Roundtable "Peopling of the New 
World", Institute for American 
Indian Studies, Washington, CT  
See IAIS section below for more 
details.

Electronic Communication Before 
the Digital Age, Vintage Radio 
Museum, Windsor  
Bernie Michaels, Museum Educator, 
10:00 a.m. to 12 noon
Advance registration required: $15 
($10 for Museum members)

Grandma had wireless?  Well, not 
exactly, but during this visit 
presented by the Vintage Radio 
Museum and the Museum of Natural 
History, we will explore electronic 
communications of the past, from 
the 19th century to the 1970's. 
Through the many hands-on 
interactive displays in the Vintage 
Radio Museum, including antique 
telegraphs, telephones, phono-
graphs, radios, televisions, early 
computers, to name a few, we will 
re-live how people communicated 
information and culture before the 
advent of the internet!  Participants 
can send their names in Morse 
Code, listen to records on a wind-up 
record player, tune in an 80-year old 
radio, and go into a re-created 
1950s broadcast studio and play 
with the sound effects. Adults and 
children ages 6 and above. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. 

Presented by the Connecticut State 
Museum of Natural History and 
Connecticut Archaeology Center, 
part of the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences at UConn. 
860.486.4460 and 
http://www.cac.uconn.edu/mnhcurre
ntcalendar.html

American 
Institute of 
Archaeology
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Excavation Station
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 pm
Sloane-Stanley Museum, Kent.
An interactive archaeological 
learning experience designed to 
educate and entertain all ages.  
Connecticut Commission on Culture 
and Tourism

11,000 Years Along the 
Housatonic River: The 
Archaeology of Native Americans 
in the Northwest Hills.
1:00 p.m.  public talk
Sloane-Stanley Museum, Kent

A talk at the museum on the 11,000 
year history of Native American 
settlement and subsistence along the 
Housatonic River.  Dr. Nicholas 
Bellantoni, State Archaeologist, will 
be presenting archaeological data 
based on sites and artifacts that have 
been recovered.  He will also talk 
about how the native peoples 
adapted to changing climatic 
conditions and European contact.  
Upper Housatonic Heritage Walks 
2008 and Connecticut Commission 
on Culture and Tourism

Secrets in Stone
1:30 p.m.  one hour walking tour, 
Coventry

Join Connecticut Landmarks' Linda 
Pagliuco for this east walk exploring 
Coventry's historic Nathan Hale 
Cemetery to view a number of 
historic gravestones from the oldest 
(1716) to the famous monument that 
memorializes Connecticut State 
Hero, Nathan Hale.  

>From Route 44 turn onto Lake 
Street. The cemetery will be on the 
left.  Park at the community center 
next to the cemetery.
Connecticut Landmarks and 
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008 

Willimantic Railroad Heritage
2:00 p.m. 1.5 hour walking tour, 
Willimantic

Enjoy a stroll near the Willimantic 
River and the Old New Haven rail 

yard, while learning about the 
railroad history of Willimantic and 
the interdependence of rails, mills, 
and river.  Equipment displays and 
anecdotes highlight this walk. 
Optional tour of Connecticut 
Eastern Railroad Museum follows.
(Fee $3).

>From Route 32 take Bridge Street, 
go over railroad tracks and take 
immediate right on dirt road which
is the museum entrance.  Park at 
lower gate.
Connecticut Eastern Railroad 
Museum and Quinebaug-Shetucket 
Heritage Corridor Walktober 2008 

Sunday, October 5

The Miles Sanctuary, West 
Cornwall Road, Sharon

10:00 a.m. two hour walking tour

Ed Kirby, noted historian, geologist, 
president of the Sharon Historical 
Society and the Friends of Beckley 
Furnace, and author of Exploring 
the Berkshire Hills, Echoes of Iron, 
and Seldom Told Tales of Sharon, 
will lead an industrial and historical 
tour at the former Emily Winthrop 
Miles estate where he grew up. 
History of the Winthrop family, the 
charcoal industry, the artworks of 
Emily Winthrop Miles, and the 19th 
century grist, saw and cider mills 
powered from Moulton Pond will be 
discussed.

Route 41, drive east on Calkinstown 
Road to West Cornwall Road to the 
Miles Sanctuary. Upper Housatonic 
Heritage Walks 2008

Willimantic Railroad Heritage, 
Willimantic
12:30 p.m. 1.5 hour walking tour 

Enjoy a stroll near the Willimantic 
River and the Old New Haven rail 
yard, while learning about the 
railroad history of Willimantic and 
the interdependence of rails, mills, 
and river.  Equipment displays and 

anecdotes highlight this walk. 
Optional tour of Connecticut 
Eastern Railroad Museum follows.
(Fee $3).
>From Route 32 take Bridge Street, 
go over railroad tracks and take 
immediate right on dirt road which 
is the museum entrance.  Park at 
lower gate.
Connecticut Eastern Railroad 
Museum and Quinebaug-Shetucket 
Heritage Corridor Walktober 2008 

The History, Culture and 
Lifeways of the Local Native 
Americans
1:00 p.m.   one hour walking tour
See IAIS section below for more 
details.

Tour of the Connecticut Antique 
Machinery Association Museum 
Village, Kent
1:00 p.m.  one hour tour

Tour a museum dedicated to the 
preservation of America's industrial 
and agricultural history.  Areas 
covered are early internal 
combustion and steam engines, 
tractors, and steam and diesel train 
locomotives.  Two special buildings 
are also on the tour - the Cream Hill 
Agricultural School (one of the first 
in America) and the Connecticut 
Museum of Mining, dedicated to 
Connecticut's mining heritage.
Meet on the museum grounds on 
Route 7, one mile north of the 
junction of Route 341 and Route 7.
Upper Housatonic Heritage Walks 
2008

Salisbury Heritage Walk, 
Salisbury
3:00 p.m.  one hour walking tour

The waters of Wachocastinook 
Brook provided power for 18th and 
19th century mills along Salisbury's 
Factory Street.  George Massey, co-
chair of the Salisbury Land Trust, 
will lead participants on an 
exploration of the sites and remains 
along this historic path. The walk 
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will show how the industrial 
landscape has been transformed into 
today's residential area.
Meet at the fountain by the 
Salisbury Town Hall, at the junction 
of Route 44 and Route 41.
Upper Housatonic Heritage Walks 
2008  

Saturday, October 11

The Quiet of the Still River, 
Eastford
8:00 a.m. and again at 9:30 a.m.  
one hour walking tour

Cross the stream via a wooden 
bridge and visit several sites 
including a former mill that closed 
in 1838 and a large earthen dam. 
Climb through mature woods, visit a 
former saw mill and service way.  
Complete the trail loop by a second 
bridge.
Two miles north of Route 44 and 
Route 198, left 200 yards. Park in 
school parking lot.
Eastford Conservation & Historical 
Preservation Commission and
Quinebaug Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008.

Time Travel through Colonial 
New England, Preston
10:00 a.m.  two hour walking tour

Visit the Long Society Meeting-
house, the last example of a colonial 
"broadside" meetinghouse in 
Connecticut.  After a discussion on 
the history and architecture of the 
building, walk through the 
graveyard and learn about the death 
and burial traditions followed by the 
early Puritans.
Route 165 near the Norwich-Preston 
border, south on Long Society 
Road.  Park at the Preston Senior 
Citizens lot across from the 
meetinghouse.
Preston Historical Society, Norwich 
Historical Society and Quinebaug-
Shetucket Heritage Corridor 
Walktober 2008.

Atlatl Day, Competition and 
Knap-in, Hammonasset State 
Park, Madison
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
No registration required - FREE

In its third year, the Museum, 
Friends of Hammonasset, and 
members of the Friends of State 
Archaeology are sponsoring this 
unique event. This year, we will be 
meeting at Hammonasset State Park. 
You can experience the thrill of 
using the atlatl, an ancient spear-
throwing tool that predates the bow 
and arrow! There will be ongoing 
sanctioned ISAC and local 
competitions as well as fun atlatl 
throwing contests. Bring your own 
atlatl and darts, or borrow ours, and 
join in! Master craftsmen will 
demonstrate the art of flint-knapping 
and other ancient technologies 
throughout the day. ISAC and local 
competitions co-sponsored by the 
Friends of Hammonasset and the 
Museum of Natural History. 
Camping is available. For more 
information contact the Museum. 
Adults and children 8 and above. 
Children must be closely supervised 
by an adult.

Presented by the Friends of State 
Archaeology, Friends of 
Hammonasset, and the Connecticut 
State Museum of Natural History 
and Connecticut Archaeology 
Center, part of the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences at UConn. 
860.486.4460 and 
http://www.cac.uconn.edu/mnhcurre
ntcalendar.html

Ayer Mountain Walk, Franklin
10:00 a.m.  one hour walking tour

Follow the old stage coach road to 
foundations of farm houses and 
outbuildings.  Return along scenic 
brook and waterfalls at Bailey 
Ravine.
>From Route 32 turn at junction 
with Route 207 east towards Baltic. 
Ayer Road is two miles on left.  
Park at 44 Ayer Road.

Franklin Historical Society and 
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008

Mill Village Memories, Thompson
10:00 a.m.  2 hour walking tour, 

Join a retired educator on this easy 
stroll through the well-preserved 
mill village of North 
Grosvernordale, once one of the 
state's largest producers of cotton 
cloth.  See where the workers lived, 
played and manufactured their 
product, and how the railroad, river 
and families made the community a 
success.
After junction of Side Drive and 
Main Street, park at Riverside Park.
Thompson Historical Society and 
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008.

Willimantic Airline & Its 
Neighborhood, Willimantic
11:00 a.m. 1.25 hours walking tour

Enjoy an anecdotal stroll down 
Union and Plain Streets before 
redevelopment took out a chunk of 
downtown and then walk the 
"Airline" towards Willimantic's 
other river. We will walk along the 
Veteran's Railroad and talk of the 
Ghost Train, Willimantic industry, 
and town history.
>From the Frog Bridge junction, go 
up Main Street and park in the lot 
by the Baptist Church or in the 
Jillson Square parking lot.
Connecticut Eastern Railroad 
Museum and Quinebaug-Shetucket 
Heritage Corridor Walktober 2008

Native American Day, Ashford
11:00 a.m. 

Enjoy being and visiting Native 
Americans. There will be a Native 
American Potato Dance Contest 
open to all; it starts at 1:00 p.m.  
The evening will close with the 
Northern Light Drummers 
performing Native American 
drumming and singing.  Also enjoy 



8

farm animals, a children's craft tent 
and walk the trails.  A story teller 
will share stories with visitors.  
Bakerwood Farms, 513 Bebbington 
Road, off Route 97.

The Millionaries of Norwich, 
Norwich
1:00 p.m.  two hour walking tour

During the Victorian age, more 
millionaires lived in Norwich (per 
capita) than any city in this country.  
Join local historian David Oat as he 
tours the Yantic Cemetery.  Hear 
stories and view the magnificent 
monuments which mark the final 
resting place of Norwich's rich and 
famous.
Yantic Cemetery on Lafayette Street 
(adjacent to Backus Hospital).  Park 
inside main gate of the Yantic 
Cemetery.
Guns of Norwich Historical Society, 
Norwich Historical Society and
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008

Stepping Stones in Time, 
Coventry
2:00 p.m.   one hour walking tour

View 18th-century gravestone 
carvings and poetry, the markers of 
men who answered the Lexington 
Alarm, and North Coventry's 19th-
century hearse.  Learn some of the 
mourning customs of the day and 
meet some of the families that have 
lived in Coventry for 300 years.
On Route 44 turn north onto Grant 
Hill Road, opposite the junction 
with Route 31.  Park at Grant Hill 
Cemetery.
Coventry Historical Society and 
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008

Willimantic Railroad Heritage, 
Willimantic
2:30 p.m. 1.5 hour walking tour

Enjoy a stroll near the Willimantic 
River and the Old New Haven rail 
yard, while learning about the 

railroad history of Willimantic and 
the interdependence of rails, mills, 
and river.  Equipment displays and 
anecdotes highlight this walk. 
Optional tour of Connecticut 
Eastern Railroad Museum follows 
(Fee $3).
>From Route 32 take Bridge Street, 
go over railroad tracks and take 
immediate right on dirt road which 
is the museum entrance.  Park at 
lower gate.
Connecticut Eastern Railroad 
Museum and Quinebaug-Shetucket 
Heritage Corridor Walktober 2008 

Sunday, October 12

Excavation Station
Old New Gate Prison & Copper 
Mine, East Granby
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 pm.

An interactive archaeological 
learning experience designed to 
educate and entertain all ages. 
Included in museum admission.
Connecticut Commission on Culture 
and Tourism

The Industrial Heritage of the 
Whetstone Brook, Killingly
12:00 p.m.  public talk

An interesting presentation 
illuminating the history of the textile 
mills along the Whetstone Brook in 
East Killingly will also explain how 
the industrial heritage of the region 
was reflected in a design for Cat 
Hollow Town Park on the former 
site of one of the mills.
The presentation is being held in the 
Primrose Crossing housing 
community center at the corner of 
Valley Road and Dog Hill Road
Killingly Conservation and Historic 
District Commission.

New Gate's Prison Cemetery, 
East Granby
1:00 p.m.  public talk and guided 
walk 

Dr. Nicholas Bellantoni, State 
Archaeologist, will review the 
archival and field research used to 
rediscover the unmarked New Gate 
Prison cemetery.  If weather 
permits, Dr. Bellantoni will lead a 
tour to the site, now on private 
property.
Scale model of the prison cemetery 
will be on view during the month of 
October.
Included in museum admission.
Connecticut Commission on Culture 
and Tourism

Willimantic Airline & Its 
Neighborhood, Willimantic
1:00 p.m. 1.25 hours walking tour

Enjoy an anecdotal stroll down 
Union and Plain Streets before 
redevelopment took out a chunk of 
downtown and then walk the 
"Airline" towards Willimantic's 
other river. We will walk along the 
Veteran's Railroad and talk of the 
Ghost Train, Willimantic industry, 
and town history.
>From the Frog Bridge junction, go 
up Main Street and park in the lot 
by the Baptist Church or in the 
Jillson Square parking lot.
Connecticut Eastern Railroad 
Museum and Quinebaug-Shetucket 
Heritage Corridor Walktober 2008

Cat Hollow, A Re-Opening, 
Killingly
1:00 p.m.  walking tour

Walkers will experience the history 
and nature that is Cat Hollow Park.  
Highlights include mill ruins, dams, 
local and exotic plantings, and the 
Town of Killingly's newest property, 
Hygeia Reservoir. Short (1.5 miles) 
and long (4.5) walk alternatives.
Take exit 93 from I-395, east onto 
Route 101.  At junction with Route 
12 take a right onto Route 12 south. 
Take a left onto Dog Hill Road.  Cat 
Hollow Road is the right just after 
the bridge over I-395. Park at the lot 
or along the road.
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Killingly Conservation Commission, 
Killingly Historic District 
Commission and
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008

Speaking from the Grave, 
Woodstock
1:30 p.m.  one hour walking tour 
Explore the oldest burying ground 
(c. 1689) in Windham County, learn 
about gravestone art and the 
different carvers in Northeast 
Connecticut.  Interact with 
costumed interpreters who will 
portray people from Woodstock's 
past and speak about Woodstock's 
history.
Roseland Cottage, 556 Route 169, 
Woodstock.
Historic New England, Roseland 
Cottage and Quinebaug-Shetucket 
Heritage Corridor Walktober 2008

Norwich Civil War History, 
Norwich
2:00 p.m.  2.5 hours walking tour 
Visit the graves of Norwich's Civil 
War heroes, learn of the great 
contribution Norwich citizens made 
to the war effort.  Each attendee will 
be provided a historic pamphlet.
Route 2 and Route 32 junction, 
Lafayette Street adjacent to Backus 
Hospital.  Park inside cemetery.
Norwich Historical Society and 
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008

Monday, October  13

Historic Mills of Mansfield, 
Mansfield
9:00 a.m.  2 hour walking tour 
Ramble along the Nipmuck Trail 
near the Fenton River to visit the 
Gurleyville Grist Mill and the ruins 
of other mills and industrial sites. 
Dr. Nicholas Bellantoni, the State 
Archaeologist, will discuss the 
history of this once-thriving hub of 
the silk industry in colonial 
Connecticut as we explore this area. 
At the intersection of Route 195 and 
Gurleyville Road, turn east onto 

Gurleyville Road. Turn right onto 
Chafeeville Road and turn right onto 
Stone Mill Road. Park at the Grist 
Mill and along the road.
Connecticut State Museum of 
Natural History, Connecticut 
Archaeology Center and
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008

Lisbon Heritage, Lisbon
10:00 a.m.  2 hour walking tour 
Tour the 1810 Bishop House 
Museum, one of Connecticut's 
remaining rural synagogues, and 
America's oldest free-standing stone 
arch bridge.
>From junction with Route 169, 
follow Route 138 northeast 0.2 
miles, take first right after firehouse 
into Senior Center parking lot.
Lisbon Historical Society and 
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008

Milling Around, Windham
12:00 p.m.  1.5 hours walking tour 
Willimantic Thread's story is the 
story of eastern Connecticut.  Walk 
around a historic village and learn 
about waterpower, factory 
architecture, company houses, and 
manager's mansions.
Windham Textile & History 
Museum is located two blocks east 
of Willimantic's Frog Bridge.  Park 
at the Museum or across the street at 
the Windham Heritage State Park.
Windham Textile & History 
Museum and Quinebaug-Shetucket 
Heritage Corridor Walktober 2008

Tour of Firearms Factory of 
Norwich
1:00 p.m.  2 hour walking tour 
Visit old sites and actual factories 
that produced firearms and learn the 
history of these long-gone industries 
that flourished here from 1850 to 
1930 on a walk with local historians 
Burt Jernstrom and Ed Tollmann.
>From I-395 take Route 2 to Main 
Street in downtown. Turn north on 
Franklin Street, left on Bath Street 
to junction with Union & Broadway.  

Meet in front of City Hall.  Park in 
the lot on Broadway.
Guns of Norwich historical Society 
and Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008

Thursday, October 16 

Secret of the Great Pyramid
8:00 p.m. public lecture                                                                                                 
Bruce Museum, Greenwich
Popular Egyptologist, Bob Brier 
will discuss Architect Jean-Pierre 
Houdin's radical new theory that has 
led to solving one of the greatest 
archaeological mysteries of all time: 
how the ancient builders raised 
thousands of two ton blocks to the 
top of the 480 foot pyramid.  Brier 
and Houdin are co-authors of the 
just published book Secret of the 
Great Pyramid which will be 
available at the lecture. Sponsored 
by Archaeological Associates of 
Greenwich.   
Free to AAG and Bruce Museum 
members.  Public $10 at the door.

Saturday, October 18

Archaeological Society of 
Connecticut Fall Meeting
The Fairfield Museum and History 
Center, Fairfield  See program at the 
end of this newsletter

Newent Woods Trail, Lisbon
10:00 a.m.  2 hour walking tour 
On a trail developed by Lisbon 
Central Environmental Club, visit 
archaeological sites.
>From junction with Route 169, 
follow Route 138 northeast 0.2 
miles. Take first right after firehouse 
into Senior center parking lot.
Lisbon Historical Society and 
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008

The Legend of Diana's Pool, 
Chaplin
10:00 a.m.  one hour walking tour 
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A trip to Diana's Pool and the 
remains of the old Ross Mill on the 
Natchaug River is a special treat.
Trail head at Diana's Pool Road off 
Route 198.  Park at Chaplin 
Firehouse on Route 198.
Friends of Mansfield Hollow and 
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008

City Cemetery & Oak Street, 
Norwich
11:00 a.m.  one hour walking tour 
See the graves of many of the early 
residents of the city, including 
ancestors of FDR, African 
Americans, sea-captains and 
merchants.
Take exit 81E for I-395. At end of 
Route 2 turn right onto Washington 
Street. At second light, bear left 
onto Broadway, through Chelsea 
Parade Park.  Follow Broadway to 
Union Street into downtown past 
City Hall to Main Street.  Turn left 
on Main Street and bear left at 
Chelsea Savings Bank onto Cliff 
Street.  Park in municipal lot on 
Cliff Street
Norwich City Historian and 
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008

Mixtures & Murder!
10:00 a.m. to 12 noon
DNA EpiCenter, New London

Advance registration required: $25 
($20 for Museum members)

Become a Crime Scene Investigator 
in this unique adventure into 
forensic science presented by the 
DNA EpiCenter and the Museum. 
Participants will be introduced to 
the scientific principles behind 
forensic analysis, and then they will 
gather "evidence" in the Dr. Henry 
Lee crime scene set up at the 
EpiCenter. The participant CSIs will 
do an actual DNA electrophoresis 
gel analysis of the "evidence" and 
solve the mystery of the "crime"! 
Adults and children ages 10 and 
above. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

Presented by the Connecticut State 
Museum of Natural History and 
Connecticut Archaeology Center, 
part of the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences at UConn. 
860.486.4460 and 
http://www.cac.uconn.edu/mnhcurre
ntcalendar.html

Locally Grown History, 
Washington, 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Institute for American Indian 
Studies,  See IAIS section below for 
more details.

Visions in Iron, Kent
11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.  video 
presentation
Sloane-Stanley Museum, 31 Kent-
Cornwall Road (Route 7)
Showings of new video on the 
history of the local iron industry 
produced by Sharon Historical 
Society.  At noon, John Palowski, 
Director of the Connecticut Mining 
Museum and author of Connecticut 
Mining, will lead a guided tour of 
the remains of the Kent Iron 
Furnace located on the grounds of 
the Sloane-Stanley Museum.  
Included in museum admission.
Locally Grown History's Harvest 
Weekend and Connecticut 
Commission on Culture and 
Tourism

The Archaeology of Connecticut's 
Oldest House, Henry Whitfield 
State Museum, Guilford
1:00 p.m.  public talk
Highlights of multi-year 
archaeological research efforts by 
Yale University at the Henry 
Whitfield State Museum.  Included 
in museum admission.
Connecticut Commission on Culture 
and Tourism

Excavation Station, Henry 
Whitfield State Museum, Guilford
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 pm.

An interactive archaeological 
learning experience designed to 
educate and entertain all ages.  
Included in museum admission.
Connecticut Commission on Culture 
and Tourism

Saturday, October 25

Eastford Cemetery Tour, 
Eastford
10:00 a.m.  3 hour walking tour
Visit historic cemeteries in Eastford 
and learn of the town's history.
Eastford Town Hall, located just 
west of the junction of Route 198 
and Westford Road.  Park at Town 
Hall.

Eastford Conservation & Historical 
Preservation Commission and 
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008

Connecticut's American Indian 
Coastal Communities: Then and 
Now, West Haven
11:00 a.m.  public talk
Savin Rock Conference Center
Ward-Heitmann House Museum

Dr. Lucianne Lavin will present an 
illustrated PowerPoint introduction 
to the Native American 
communities whose homelands once 
encompassed the coastal areas of 
New Haven County.  The 
presentation will discuss local 
Indian history and cultural traditions 
as interpreted through 
archaeological finds, historical 
research and oral tradition from 
over 10,000 years ago to the 20th 
Century.  Admission to Native 
American Education Day is $5.00; 
children under 10 free.  

Revolutionary Gravestones, 
Lebanon
11:00 a.m.   walking tour
Hear newly discovered stories about 
regular soldiers in the Revolutionary 
War, as well as those of Governor 
Jonathan Trumbull and Declaration 
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of Independence signer William 
Williams.  View beautiful stones in 
a lovely hillside cemetery.
Exeter Cemetery is 0.75 miles east 
of the junction of Route 207 and 
Route 87.  Roadside parking.
Lebanon Historical Society and 
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008

City Cemetery & Oak Street, 
Norwich
11:00 a.m.  one hour walking tour 
See the graves of many of the early 
residents of the city, including 
ancestors of FDR, African 
Americans, sea-captains and 
merchants.
Take exit 81E for I-395. At end of 
Route 2 turn right onto Washington 
Street. At second light, bear left 
onto Broadway, through Chelsea 
Parade Park.  Follow Broadway to 
Union Street into downtown past 
City Hall to Main Street.  Turn left 
on Main Street and bear left at 
Chelsea Savings Bank onto Cliff 
Street.  Park in municipal lot on 
Cliff Street
Norwich City Historian and 
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008

Mississippian Pottery, Institute 
for American Indian Studies, 
Washington
11:00 am - 4:00 pm, See IAIS 
section below for details

Saturday Afternoon at the 
Museum, Museum of Natural 
History, University of 
Connecticut, Storrs
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
- Free!

Drop in any time between 1 pm and 
3 pm for cultural and natural history 
activities at the museum. During this 
Saturday afternoon session, you can 
check out our exhibit, participate in 
a fun hands-on activity, and explore 
a different aspect of the world 
around us through experimentation 
and observation! Children entering 

grades 1 through 5, accompanied by 
an adult. 

Presented by the Connecticut State 
Museum of Natural History and 
Connecticut Archaeology Center, 
part of the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences at UConn. 
860.486.4460 and 
http://www.cac.uconn.edu/mnhcurre
ntcalendar.

Sunday, October 26  

Hidden Treasures of Coventry 
Village, Coventry
11:00 a.m.  2 hour walking tour
The architectural, cultural, industrial 
and landscape elements of an early 
19th and 20th-century New England 
mill village are showcased with 
local historians Bill Jobbagy and 
Mark Lavitt.
Park at Coventry Flea Market on 
Lake Street at the junction of Route 
31 and Route 275.
Coventry Village Improvement 
Society and Quinebaug-Shetucket 
Heritage Corridor Walktober 2008.

Mississippian Pottery, Institute 
for American Indian Studies,
Washington
12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
See IAIS section below for details

Whose Trash? Analysis of 
Artifacts from the Prudence 
Crandall Museum, Canterbury
1:00 p.m.  public talk
Presentation by Dr. Ross Harper, 
Archaeological and Historical 
Services Inc., on the analysis of 
archaeological material, especially 
an amazing collection of 19th 
century ceramics,  previously 
recovered from a backyard privy or 
trash midden at this National 
Historic Landmark site.  Included in 
museum admission.
Prudence Crandall Museum located 
at the junction of Route 14 and 
Route 169.

Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008 and 
Connecticut Commission on Culture 
and Tourism

Excavation Station, Prudence 
Crandall House, Canterbury
1:30 p.m. to 3:00 pm.
An interactive archaeological 
learning experience designed to 
educate and entertain all ages. 
Included in museum admission.
Connecticut Commission on Culture 
and Tourism

Wednesday, October 29

A Noxious Burden: The 
Quarantine Marine Hospital, 
Greenwich
10:00 a.m.  public talk
The Retired Men's Association of 
Greenwich, YMCA, 50 East Putnam 
Avenue (Route 1 - Post Road)

Cece Saunders will discuss recent 
archival and archaeological 
investigations undertake by 
Historical Perspectives Inc. for a 
New York City courthouse. The 
U.S. Marine Quarantine Hospital 
complex was established on the 
northwest shore of Staten Island in 
1799.  Over the ensuing decades, 
thousands of sick and diseased 
immigrants were prevented from 
disembarking into the new life they 
had dreamed of; instead, they were 
quarantined.  The local residents 
grew ever more fearful of 
contamination as the immigrant 
death numbers swelled - particularly 
during the mid-nineteenth century 
Irish potato famine.  Irate citizens 
stormed the Marine Grounds and 
destroyed it by fire in 1858.  
Currently, the Marine Grounds site 
is slated for development.  
Archaeological investigations have 
focused on identifying the edges of 
the intact trench burials from the 
time of civil unrest.
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Thursday, October 30

The Vampires of Jewett City, 
Griswold
9:00 a.m.  2 hour walking tour 
Join Dr. Nicholas Bellantoni on this 
Halloween week walk into the 
territory of Jewett City's vampires! 
In the 1850s, a belief in vampirism 
struck terror into the hearts of rural 
folk in Connecticut and Rhode 
Island. Learn about the legends and 
the facts behind Connecticut's 
vampire beliefs with State 
Archaeologist, Dr. Nicholas 
Bellantoni. 
>From I-395 take Route 12 north. 
At the junction with Slater Avenue 
and South Main Street, take the 
sharp left onto South Main.  Turn 
right onto Anthony Street. The 
cemetery will be on your left. Park 
along roadside.
Connecticut State Museum of 
Natural History, Connecticut 
Archaeology Center and 
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor Walktober 2008.

Industrial Archaeology Exhibit

The West Point Foundry: 
Unearthing the Past, Forging a 
Future 
March 30 - December 14, 2008 

The full arc of American industrial 
history, from thriving manufacturing
to benign neglect and rediscovery, is 
on display in a new exhibition about 
Scenic Hudson's West Point 
Foundry Preserve in the Village of 
Cold Spring, New York. Recent 
archaeological finds discovered by 
Michigan Tech are the centerpiece 
of displays on three original foundry 
buildings, and are used to highlight 
major aspects of the foundry's 
operations and its workers' lives. 
Photographs and other materials 
illustrate the neglect and 
contamination of the site during 
much of the 20th century and its 
renovation and renewal since 1992.
Scenic Hudson's plans for a $3.5-
million "outdoor museum" that 
explains the foundry's 
groundbreaking contribution to 
American industry as well as the 
land's ecological rebirth are also on 
view. The exhibition includes 
archaeological artifacts, 
photographs, maps, and interactive 
displays. Since the West Point 
Foundry Preserve is a short walk 
from the museum and open to the 
public, visitors can easily take in the 
exhibition and visit its source.

This exhibition has been organized 
and funded by Scenic Hudson, 
Michigan Technological University 
and the Putnam County Historical  

Society & Foundry School Museum. 
Additional funding has been 
provided by Matthews Nielsen 
Landscape Architects; Kearney 
Realty Group; and Sterns & 
Wheeler, LLC. Storage for Scenic 
Hudson's West Point Foundry
Collection is provided by the 
Village of Cold Spring.

For more information, please visit
http://www.scenichudson.org/whaty
oucando/visitourparks/westpointfou
ndrypreserve and  
www.westpointfoundry.org.

Publications transferred to OSA 
Library:

Historical Archaeology, Vols. 1 - 27 
(1967 - 1993)

Tennessee's Survey Report for 
Historic Highway Bridges (Carver 
2008)

State Archaeological Preserves -
New Designations

Prudence Crandall House, 
Canterbury

LeBeau Fishing Camp & Weir Site, 
Killingly

CRM Reports
The following table is a sample of Cultural Resource Management (CRM) activity in Connecticut. This is a list of CRM reports 
transferred from State Historic Preservation Office to the public archive at UConn.

CRM Reports Transferred to UConn's Dodd Center
Rep # Authors Year Subject
1647 Harper & Harper 2007 Ephraim Sprague Homestead, Andover
1648 Ham 2008 Iroquois Gas workspace areas, Newtown
1649 Heritage Consultants 2008 Elmwood Hill Road cell tower, Putnam
1650 Walwer & Walwer 2008 LaQuinta Hotel, Stonington
1651 Clouette 2008 Long Wharf Pier, New Haven
1652 Lavin & Banks 2008 Griswold Airport property, Madison
1653 Lesniak 2008 Iroquois Gas water tank, Brookfield
1654 Forrest & Clouette 2008 Water Pollution Control Facility, Putnam
1655 Heritage Consultants 2008 Coogan property, Stonington
1656 Heritage Consultants 2008 Waterford substation, Waterford
1657 Heritage Consultants 2008 Daleville Road cell tower, Willington
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1658 Heritage Consultants 2008 Prospect Street cell tower, Woodstock
1659 Heritage Consultants 2008 Sherman Road cell tower, Woodstock
1660 Wiegand & Brown 2004 Mahackeno Outdoor Center, Westport
1661 Wiegand & Farslow 2008 Shemin Nurseries subdivision, Greenwich
1662 Wiegand & Brown 2008 Paul L. Newman subdivision, Westport
1663 Wiegand 2008 Mahackeno Outdoor Center Phase 2/3, Westport
1664 Heritage Consultants 2008 Courtyard Marriott Hotel, Southington
1665 Brodeur 1996 Route 2, Stonington
1666 Raber 2008 Route 7 Bridge, Canaan & Salisbury
1667 Smith et al. 2008 Weir Farm National Historic Site, Ridgefield & Wilton
1668 Dubell et al. 2008 Algonquin Gas East to West Expansion, Ledyard, North 

Stonington, Norwich & Preston
1669 Harper, Clouette & Forrest 2008 Baldwin Avenue, Meriden
1670 Bendremer 2008 I-395 Northbound Ramp, Montville
1671 Jamison 2008 Redding Country Club, Redding
1672 Raber 2008 CL&P Interstate Reliability Project, Lebanon, Columbia, 

Coventry, Mansfield, Chaplin, Hampton, Brooklyn, Pomfret, 
Killingly, Putnam, Thompson & Windham

1673 Wiegand & Brown 2007 Robinson property, Greenwich
1674 ACS 2008 New London Harbor Lighthouse monitoring project, New 

London
1675 Penney & Luhman 2008 I-84 intersection improvements, Southbury
1676 Kodlick, Kodlick & Kuder 2008 Gateway Commons Site, East Lyme
1677 Heritage Consultants 2008 Planeta Road cell tower, Marlborough
1678 Schneiderman-Fox 2008 Prospect Hill Road, New Milford
1679 Harper 2008 Prudence Crandall House trash pit/privy, Canterbury
1680 Lesniak 2008 Rhodes Farm wetland mitigation, Sherman
1681 Banks 2008 Meigs Point Nature Center, Madison
1682 Heritage Consultants 2008 Sterling Road cell towers, Plainfield
1683 Raber 2008 Bunnell Street Bridge, Colebrook
1684 Raber 2008 Meekville Junction Circuit Separation, Manchester
1685 Pasquariello 2008 AGT Kleen Energy Lateral Project, Middletown
1686 Centola, Jones & Clouette 2006 Site 67-3 Phase II, Hebron
1687 Forrest, Jones & Clouette 2008 Still River Greenway, Brookfield
XXX Kahn & Saunders 2008 Yale & Towne: Portraits Locked in Time. (Stamford)
XXX Marks 2008 Lower Green's Farms Colonial Burying Ground study report, 

Westport  
XXX Esser & Graziano 2008 Evergreen Avenue Historic District study report, Westport
XXX Haddam Neck Nuclear Power Plant construction drawings, 

Haddam [HAER: CT-185]
XXX Haddam Neck Nuclear Power Plant construction & aerial 

photographs, Haddam
XXX Raber 2008 Roraback Dining Hall documentation, Harwinton
XXX Stewart & Wildman-Schrier 2008 Jonal Laboratories documentation, Meriden
XXX Litwinionek & Sullivan 2008 Grove Street documentation, New Milford
XXX Public Archaeology 

Laboratory
2008 Route 17A Culvert documentation, Portland

XXX Kasparian & Phillips 2008 Caretaker's House & Garage Historic Structures Report, Weir 
Farm, Wilton
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The Institute for American Indian Studies 
Washington, CT

860-868-0518

Calendar of Events
October - December 2008

                  Litchfield Hills Archaeology Club
Beginning in November the Litchfield Hills Archaeology Club will
meet the second Sunday of every month at 3:00 pm at the Institute 
for American Indian Studies main museum building.  For 
information please call (860) 868-0518 or visit the Institute’s web 
site at birdstone.org.  The public is welcome.  Annual membership is 
$35 per person, or $50 for a family and includes free admission to 
lectures and an invitation to join our annual summer dig.  For non-
members there is a $5 fee per lecture.  

                    Third Annual Archaeological Roundtable
             “Peopling of the New World”

    Saturday, October 4, 2008                 10:00am - 3:00 pm

When did the first humans arrive in North America? From where did they come 
and how did they cross into the continent?  Who were the first settlers of New 
England and when did they arrive in Connecticut?

AGENDA
Lucianne Lavin, Ph.D.
(Institute for American Indian Studies) Introduction & Moderator

Kevin McBride, Ph.D. Archaeological Perspectives on the Peopling
(Mashantucket Pequot Museum & University of of the New World

Connecticut)

Brian Jones, Ph.D. Paleoindian Populations, Stylistic Change 
(University of Massachusetts, Amherst) and Local Adaptations

Doug George Video Excerpt from his recent presentation at
(Akwesasne Mohawk award-winning author)                       Mashantucket Museum entitled "Native 

Origins in the Americas"

Trudie Lamb Richmond The Peopling of the Americas before You 
Came
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(Schaghticoke Elder & Mashantucket Pequot Museum) This Way: A Native Perspective of Origin

David Robinson Submerged Environments & the Peopling of 
(Fathom Research LLC & University of the Americas: Current Research & Future                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Connecticut) Directions

Rae Gould Commentator
(Nipmuc Nation & Connecticut College)

Come enjoy the multi-perspectives of the participants & audience on our Round Table theme
 & autumn in our beautiful Litchfield Hills!

Box lunches may be purchased in advance for $8 and will include a sandwich (vegetarian or meat), chips, 
drink and fruit. Please call IAIS to reserve your box lunch by September 20, 2008 (860 868-0518).

Heritage Walk
Sunday, October 5, 2008                    1:00pm - 2:00pm

 Join Dr. Lucianne Lavin, Director of Research and Collections for a walk along the museum’s nature 
trails, ending at the replicated 16th century Algonkian Indian Village.  Along the way Dr. Lavin will 
discuss the history and culture of the local Pootatuck tribal peoples including their community life, 
spirituality, and medicinal uses of the indigenous flora.  
This is a free event in conjunction with the Upper Housatonic Valley National Heritage Organization’s Heritage Walks 
Weekend. 

     Indian History is Connecticut History!      A Locally Grown History Event
Saturday, October 18, 2008                            11:00 am  - 3:00 pm

Explore our outdoor replicated village with IAIS educators and learn about the history, family life, and 
tribal traditions of local Native American communities just prior to European contact.  IAIS staff will be 
available to answer questions as well as lead families in Native-inspired games for children.
This is a free event in conjunction with other events sponsored by historical societies and museums throughout Northwest 
Connecticut, UCONN Torrington campus staff and faculty, the NW CT Arts Council, and the NW CT Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. 

    Mississippian Pottery Workshop  
Saturday, October 25th   11:00 am - 4:00 pm  

   and
    Sunday, October 26th   12:30 pm - 4:30 pm

A new cultural period known as Mississippian began around AD 700 in the central                                            
Mississippi Valley and spread throughout Southeastern North America. One of the                                              
distinctive styles that characterize the Mississippian tradition was the effigy vessel. Clay pottery 
containers were often made in the form of different animals (birds, fish, mammals) or human images 
(faces, figures, hunchbacks).  In conjunction with our new exhibit “Mississippian Peoples and Their 
Pottery”, Jeff Kalin (Cherokee descent) will hold a three-day workshop teaching participants to build and 
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fire Mississippian-style pottery.  The workshop will involve hand building typical Mississippian jars and 
bowls, and culminate with a traditional firing in our outdoor Algonkian village at a date to be determined.  
Fee: $125 + 10 Materials fee /$100 Member + 10 Materials fee.   A $50 non refundable deposit and registration is required by  
October 18th.      

Litchfield Hills Archaeology Club Lecture 
Sunday, November 9, 2008   3:00 pm

An Inland Fishing Camp in the Farmington Valley:  Excavation of the Indian Hill Site (11-2), Bloomfield, 
Connecticut  presented by professional archaeologist Dr. Marc Banks .  Dr. Banks will discuss the 
importance of anadromous fish to Native Americans in southern New England.  Important fishing sites 
within the region and various fishing methods employed are reviewed.   The Indian Hill Site is situated 
adjacent to a fall line and a constriction in the Farmington River and provided Native American groups an 
opportunity to exploit large quantities of anadromous fish each spring.  The focus of the Indian Hill 
excavation was a Late Archaic component radiocarbon dated at 5000 years BP.   
Fee:  Free to Club Members/ $5 General Public

Artifact Identification Day 
Sunday, November 23, 2008                         1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

You are invited to bring in artifacts or mystery Native American cultural items from your personal 
collections for identification by Director of Research and Collections Dr. Lucianne Lavin.   A limit of 12 
items per visitor please. Fee:   Included in regular museum admission price / IAIS members free

Book Signing
Saturday, November 29, 2008  

Karen Cody Cooper, member of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, former IAIS Director of Education,  
Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian manager of museum training programs, and 
noted author will discuss and sign copies of her latest book “Spirited Encounters; American Indians 
Protest Museum Policies and Practices”                          

  Litchfield Hills Archaeology Club Lecture 
Sunday, December 14, 2008   3:00 pm

Talking Flakes presented by Jeff Kalin of Primitive Technologies, Inc.   Stone chippage clusters are not 
only used as site indicators but also may reveal tool types.  By incorporating individual flake 
characteristics and mass flake analysis it is possible to gain insight into manufacturing behaviors and 
techniques.  Findings provide distinct signatures between the different flaked stone tools and their 
associated debitage.  Jeff Kalin will provide an overview of thirty years of research, comparing different 
manufacturing techniques through experimental archaeological replication.
Fee:  Free to Club Members/ $5 General Public
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Mashantucket Pequot 
Museum & Research 

Center

Saturday, Sept. 27, 1–2 pm
Forensic Archaeology and the 
Pequot War
Join Museum Conservator Doug 
Currie and military researcher 
David Naumec as they detail 
findings—including mysterious 
conical brass projectiles—from 
various battle sites involving the 
Pequots in the 1630s. Free with 
Museum admission, free to Museum 
members.

Saturday, Sept. 27, 2:30–4 pm
Pequot War: Technology and 
Tactics
Discover how wars were fought in 
the “new world” more than 350 
years ago with Museum Research
Director Dr. Kevin McBride, 
Connecticut College professor 
Manuel Lizarralde and military 
researcher David Naumec. Free with 
Museum admission, free to Museum 
members.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

New Book from Edward J. Lenik: 
A CLAY TOBACCO PIPE 
SAMPLER 

Archaeologist Edward J. Lenik has 
published A CLAY TOBACCO 
PIPE SAMPLER, a well illustrated 
resource for analyzing these 
artifacts.

A CLAY TOBACCO PIPE 
SAMPLER features a gallery of 
pipes unearthed during Lenik's 
investigations in New Jersey and 
New York as well as a collection of 
pipes from the Tabor pipe factory 
site in South Wolfeboro, New 
Hampshire and pipes collected at 
the World Trade center site..  Fifty-
seven pipes are illustrated in thirty-
one line drawings by Pompton 
Lakes artist Tom Fitzpatrick, whose
informative drawings have 
complemented Lenik's earlier 
books.  Another twenty-six pipes are 
featured in photographs.  The 

illustrations make this book a 
pleasure browse through.

In a brief introduction, Lenik 
discusses the role of clay tobacco 
pipes in analyzing archaeological 
sites. Pipes are an important tool 
for dating archaeological sites and 
providing insight into trade patterns 
and domestic economics.  Clay 
tobacco pipes were first made in 
Europe and imported to the 
colonies.  Later, pipe factories
sprung up in the colonies.  Early 
pipes were plain, but later pipes 
were often elaborately decorated.  
Among the motifs in Lenik's 
sampler are sailing ships, hearts, 
flowers, shamrocks, historic scenes, 
harps and faces. 

Included in the book are these pipes:

 A plain pipe with no motifs and 
no maker's mark recovered 
from the Spring House Rock 
Shelter, a prehistoric site in 
Sloatsburg, NY, established the 
use of this site at the time of 
European contact with local 
Indians. The feature was dated 
to 1690.

 A pipe with horizontal flutes 
and the word “OHIO” on the 
bowl was made in Bristol 
England and found at the site of 
the Albert Berdan House, now 
under the Point View Reservoir 
in Wayne, NJ.

 A harp and shamrock motif 
pipe found at the Wetherby Iron 
Mine on Long Mountain in the 
Town of Highlands, NY 
reflects the Irish immigrants 
who worked here in the 
nineteenth century.

A CLAY TOBACCO PIPE 
SAMPLER joins Lenik's other 
books which include:
 Iron mine trails
 The Archaeology of Wayne, NJ
 Indians in the Ramapos
 Picture Rocks, Native 

American Rock Art in the 
Northeast Woodlands

 Max Schrabich: Rockshelter 
Archaeologist

A CLAY TOBACCO PIPE 
SAMPLER can be purchased 
directly from Mr. Lenik, 100 
Deerfield Road, Wayne, NJ 07470. 
The 87 page perfectly bound, soft 
cover book is 8 ½ x 11 and priced at 
$22 a copy plus $4 shipping.  Please 
make checks payable to Edward J. 
Lenik.

CALENDAR

To help members plan their 
calendars, we post the dates of 
meetings of interest in Connecticut 
and neighboring states.  Please 
contact the editor with any meetings 
you are aware of which you feel 
would be of interest to the 
membership.

October 4, 2008, Third Annual 
Archaeology Round Table,  Institute 
for American Indian Studies, 
Washington, CT

October 18, 2008, ASC Fall 
Meeting, Fairfield, CT, SEE 
BELOW

October 18, 2008, Massachusetts 
Archaeological Society Fall
Meeting, Middleboro, MA

October 24-26, 2008, Council for 
Northeast Historical Archaeology, 
St. Mary’s City, MD

October 18, 2008, New Hampshire
Archaeological Society Fall
Meeting, Concord, NH

November 6-9, 2008, Eastern 
States Archaeological Federation 
(EASF), Lockport, NY

January 6-9, 2009, Society for 
Historical Archaeology, Toronto, 
Ontario

April 17-19, 2009, New York 
Archaeological Association, 93rd

Annual Meeting, Victor, NY
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April 22-26, 2009, Society for 
American Archaeology, Atlanta, GA

May 28-31, 2009, Society for 
Industrial Archaeology, Pittsburgh, 
PA

ASC OFFICERS
Dan Cruson – President
174 Hanover Road
Newtown, CT  06470
Home Phone 203-426-6021
E-Mail:  dcruson@charter.net

Robyn Swan Filippone – Secretary
985 Bronson Rd.
Fairfield, CT 06824
Home Phone 203-259-8440
Work Phone 203-259-0346
Cell 203-566-7740
E-Mail: rlsf99@optonline.net

Don Malcarne - Treasurer & 
Membership
10 South Cove Lane
Essex, CT  06426
Phone 860-767-1191
E-Mail:  dmalcarne@snet.net

Lucianne Lavin - Bulletin Editor
108 New Street
Seymour, CT  06483
Home Phone 203-888-8897
E-Mail: llavin.iais@charter.net

Ernie Wiegand II - E.S.A.F. Rep.
152 Silver Spring Road
Wilton, CT  06897
Home Phone 203-762-1972
Work Phone 203-857-7377
E-Mail:EWiegand@ncc.commnet.edu

Nick Bellantoni - State 
Archaeologist
Office of State Archaeology 
2019 Hillside Ave, U-1023
University of Connecticut
Storrs, CT 06269-1023
Home Phone 860-666-9648
Work Phone 860-486-5248
E-Mail: 
nbell@uconnvm.uconn.edu

Dawn Brown – Director at Large
1714 Capitol Ave.
Bridgeport, CT 06604
Home Phone 203-335-8745
E-Mail: dawnlb@juno.com

Rob Wallace - Director at Large
33 Frank St. 
Trumbull, CT 06611
Home Phone 203-452-1948
E-Mail: trowel4fun@aol.com

Lee West - Newsletter Editor
366 Main Street
Wethersfield, CT  06109
Home Phone 860-721-1185
E-Mail: lfwest@sbcglobal.net

2008 DUES NOW PAYABLE

It’s time to renew your membership 
for 2008.  Check your mailing label 
if you are unsure if you are current. 
(The label may not reflect payments 
received in the last month)  If it 
reads 07 or earlier, please fill out 
the form and mail it back with your 
check.  Thanks!

I want to apply/renew membership 
in the Archaeological Society of 
Connecticut, Inc. (ASC) to promote 
archaeological research, conser-
vation and service.  Enclosed are my 
dues for the membership category: 
(circle one)

     Individual             $25.00
     Institutional          $40.00
     Life                      $300.00

Name:  ______________________
Address:  ____________________
____________________________
Phone:  (___) _________________
E-Mail:  _____________________

Send to Don Malcarne, ASC 
Treasurer, 10 South Cove Lane, 
Essex, CT  06426-1422

Editor’s Note:  ASC News is 
published three times a year, in 
September, January and March.  
Please address inquiries and 
contributions to future issues to ASC 
News, Lee West - Editor, 366 Main 
St., Wethersfield, CT  06109 
E-Mail: lfwest@sbcglobal.net
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF CONNECTICUT

FALL MEETING

“AQUA ARCHAEOLOGY AND CURRENT RESEARCH”

OCTOBER 18, 2008

The Fairfield Museum and History Center,
370 Beach Road

Fairfield, Connecticut
http://www.fairfieldhs.org/

MORNING PROGRAM

9:00- 9:30 Registration, Coffee & Doughnuts – Come early and see museum exhibits!
Admission: $10 for general public, $8 for members (ASC and Fairfield Museum and 
History Center), $5 for students with ID

9:30-10:00 Ralph Lewis, Ph.D. –  University of Connecticut, Avery Point
"The Geologic History of the Long Island Sound Basin and Connecticut's Coast".

ABSTRACT:  This talk will outline the geologic events that shaped the Connecticut 
coast, the longest stretch of low-energy, rock-dominated shoreline on the east coast, and 
will trace the Long Island Sound Basin's evolution from a large glacial lake to a modern 
estuary. The discussion will include the complex interplay between the rising sea and the 
rebounding land that began as the deglaciation of Connecticut neared its completion 
about 16,000 years ago.

SPEAKER:  Ralph Lewis is a Certified Professional Geologist with 33 years of 
professional experience. He was the State Geologist of Connecticut between 1997 and 
2003.  In this capacity he was responsible for overseeing the activities of the State 
Geological and Natural History Survey of Connecticut.  Ralph is now retired, but works 
as a part-time affiliate of the Long Island Sound Resource Center where he is involved in 
collecting, synthesizing and disseminating data and information relating to Long Island 
Sound.  He is also currently a professor in residence in the Marine Sciences Department 
at the University of Connecticut/Avery Point, a member of the Connecticut Academy of 
Science and Engineering, and a former member of the Ocean Studies Board of the 
National Academies. 

10:00-10:30 Marc Banks, Ph.D. - Marc L. Banks, Ph.D., LLC 
“An Inland Fishing Camp in the Farmington Valley:  Excavation of the Indian Hill Site 
(11-2), Bloomfield, Connecticut.”

ABSTRACT:  The extent to which southern New England’s Native American 
populations relied on anadromous fish for food has never been resolved.  The paucity of 
evidence for the Atlantic salmon and other anadromous fish at archaeological sites 
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throughout New England is seen by some archaeologists as an indication that these fish 
played a minor role in the subsistence of Indian groups throughout prehistory.  However, 
a review of accounts by 17th century writers and the later observations of ethnographers 
contradict this view.  In addition, since the 19th century, ichthyologists have suggested
that salmon, shad, and sturgeon were all plentiful in rivers and streams within southern 
New England prior to the construction of mills and dams in the 1800’s.  It is the opinion 
of this author that the quantity and predictability of these fish played an important role in 
both the subsistence and settlement strategies of Indian groups and that other 
explanations for the absence of these species in faunal assemblages need to be examined.

The Indian Hill Site situated adjacent to a fall line and a constriction in the Farmington 
River in Bloomfield in Connecticut’s Central Lowlands would have provided Native 
American groups an opportunity to exploit large quantities of anadromous fish each 
spring.  The focus of the Indian Hill excavation was a Late Archaic component 
radiocarbon dated at 5000 years BP.  Artifacts stylistically diagnostic of both earlier and 
later occupations were also present suggesting that Indian Hill was occupied repeatedly 
throughout prehistory.  The data recovered at Indian Hill not only offers clues to another 
aspect of subsistence and settlement within the Farmington Valley, but also has wider 
regional implications.  Indian Hill clearly shares many similarities with other prehistoric 
fisheries throughout southern New England.  

SPEAKER:  Marc Banks has been involved with archaeological surveys throughout 
Connecticut since the 1980s. These include large scale surveys at Peoples State Forest in 
Barkhamsted, Nepaug State Forest in New Hartford and the McLean Game Refuge in 
Simsbury, Canton and Granby with Dr. Kenneth Feder of Central Connecticut State 
University.  He also assisted Dr. Laurie Weinstein of Western Connecticut State 
University with the survey of the Paugussett State Forest in Newtown.  In 1991 and 1992 
he directed The University of Connecticut Archaeological Field Schools during the 
excavation of the Indian Hill Site in Bloomfield.   Marc has been involved with Culture 
Resource Management projects since 1991.  He received his Ph.D. in Anthropology from 
the University of Connecticut in 2000.  In 2001, he formed the cultural resource firm 
Marc L. Banks, Ph.D., LLC in Weatogue, Connecticut and has performed numerous 
archaeological assessments and surveys related to town planning, river and development 
projects.  He has also directed field and lab work and co-authored many survey reports 
for projects across the state for American Cultural Specialists, LLC of Seymour, 
Connecticut with Dr. Lucianne Lavin since 2001.

10:30-11:00 Holly Cuzzone – Yale University
“Late Archaic and Late Woodland Occupations at Cove River, West Haven: 
New Data on Subsistence and the Narrow Point Tradition”

ABSTRACT:  This study presents an analysis of the Cove River Archaeological Site 
from excavated materials and a collection currently in the Peabody Museum of Natural 
History. The materials are used to reconstruct subsistence patterns of the Late Archaic 
and Late Woodland periods and the dating of the Narrow Point tradition in Connecticut.
Excavations in 2005 and 2006 revealed artifacts, features, and ecofacts which enabled 
analysis of subsistence. We suggest that the site served as a seasonal base camp in the 
Late Archaic and a more special purpose site in the Late Woodland.  The inhabitants 
relied mainly on hunting in both periods but their food processing activities varied.
Projectile points from excavation and the collection help address the date of the Narrow 
Point tradition, an outstanding question.  The points and radiocarbon date obtained at the 
site demonstrate the continuation of this tradition into the Woodland period, supporting 
the dating proposed by Lavin (1984).  Such a long extent for the tradition means that the 
Woodland period may be underrepresented in this region if point types alone have been 
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used for dating sites.  Lastly, the excavations provide valuable new data to complement 
the few other published excavations from the Quinnipiac River Valley.

SPEAKER:  Holly Cuzzone worked as a neurochemist for General Foods before 
pursuing a career in archaeology.  Holly is a graduate of the Norwalk Community 
College’s Archaeology as an Avocation program and received a M.A. degree in 
Archaeological Studies from Yale University in 2007.  Her field experience includes 
both prehistoric and historic excavations in South Carolina, New York and Connecticut.
Holly has worked in Cultural Resource Management with Ernie Wiegand for several 
years and is presently working in the Anthropology Department at Yale.  Holly is 
involved in a number of historic projects for the City of Norwalk, and curated an exhibit, 
“Cranbury Park Past and Present” for the City of Norwalk in the spring of 2007. Holly’s 
presentation is based on a paper she co-wrote with her thesis advisor Britt Hartenberger, 
Ph.D., presently a Visiting Asst. Professor in the Department of Anthropology at 
Western Michigan University Kalamazoo, Michigan.

11:00-11:30 Joseph (Jay) Waller, Jr. - The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc.
”Otânick Notéshem: Pre-Contact Native American Village Settlement within the Coastal 
Territory of the Nahigonset.”

ABSTRACT:  The nature, timing and effects of the shift from a mobile foraging Native 
American settlement strategy to that of increasingly sedentary villages with a 
horticultural subsistence base has been a matter of academic debate in southern New 
England for over 20 years.  Although traditional Native American settlement and 
subsistence models hold that village settlements and intensive maize horticulture were 
indeed elements of pre-Contact settlement and subsistence strategies, few sites that fit 
the model have been demonstrated, archaeologically.  This is especially true in the 
coastal zone where there is fairly uniform agreement among many researchers that 
village settlements and intensive maize horticulture were superfluous in these areas due 
to extreme resource availability. It is my intent to provide the latest Rhode Island data, 
which should contribute to the ongoing debate.  The data will also be discussed in terms 
of the formation of seventeenth century Narragansett Indian Tribal territory.

SPEAKER:  Jay Waller is a Senior Archaeologist with PAL (The Public Archaeology 
Laboratory, Inc.), a not-for-profit Cultural Resource Management firm based out of 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island.  Jay has been involved in various archaeological projects 
throughout Northeast for over 15 years.  Presently, he is working towards completion of 
his PhD. at the University of Connecticut specializing in Northeastern prehistory.

11:30-12:50 Lunch 

12:50-1:00 Announcements - Dan Cruson, President, ASC

AFTERNOON SESSION

1:00-1:30 Timothy C. Visel - The Sound School Regional Vocational Aquaculture 
Center,  “The First Shad Fishery – Evidence of Native Americans Brush Fish Weir in 
South Cove, Old Saybrook, Connecticut”
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ABSTRACT:  Early spring along Connecticut’s shoreline generated activities that 
coincided with the return of anadromous fish, especially the herring – particularly the 
shad.  The first shad fishery in Connecticut was conducted by Native Americans, 
although evidence of these early shad fisheries has been obscured by time and nature.  It 
is still possible to reconstruct a fisheries history – by examining records, books and oral 
histories whenever possible.  In many instances, Colonial fisheries merely replaced 
Native American ones.  The constant factors were habitat, fish behavior and seasons.

This research attempts with multiple references to reconstruct a fishing method that 
predates modern fishing gear types – the brush trap or weir. Available materials were 
fastened to create effective fishing method combined fish behavior and fisheries habitat 
long before European settlers arrived in Connecticut. 

SPEAKER:  Timothy Visel has held several marine technology fisheries development 
positions.  He earned a Masters of Science in Animal Pathology from University of 
Rhode Island and in 1991, a professional diploma in School Administration from the 
University of Connecticut. In 1989, in a major career change, he resigned from 
Connecticut Sea Grant to become a public school teacher for the Bridgeport School 
System.  His responsibilities included the coordination of architectural plans, 
engineering, and laboratory design for the construction of Connecticut’s first Regional 
Vocational Aquaculture Center.  Presently he is coordinator of The Sound School 
Regional Vocational Aquaculture Center in New Haven, Connecticut. Tim has attended 
and participated in over  two hundred seminars, conferences, expositions and workshops 
concerning fisheries management, fisheries economic development, aquaculture 
education and fisheries habitat restoration.  He has authored articles both published and 
unpublished on the above topics.

1:30-2:00 Jason R. Mancini - Mashantucket Pequot Museum and Research Center
“Beyond Reservation: Indians, Maritime Labor, and Communities of Color from Eastern 
Long Island Sound, 1713-1861”

ABSTRACT:  Living in an era of dispossession and diminishing autonomy on the land, 
Indian mariners, as a class of transient laborers, rapidly learned to use Anglo-American 
structures and institutions to establish for themselves a degree of power and personal 
freedom.  By the end of the eighteenth century as the number of Indian mariners 
increased, military and customs records indicate that they had articulated maritime-based 
social networks that included other men of color.  Through most of the nineteenth 
century, this allowed Indians both to maintain and adapt traditional inter-community 
dynamics.  Highlighting these experiences, this presentation will focus on the eighteenth 
and nineteenth century Indian communities of eastern Long Island Sound and the 
customs district for the port of New London, Connecticut.  

SPEAKER:  Jason Mancini is Senior Researcher at the Mashantucket Pequot Museum 
and Research Center, overseeing the collection, transcription, and analysis of historical 
documents relating to the tribal communities and people of color in the southern New 
England region.  He is interested in race, ethnicity, maritime labor, settlement and 
mobility patterns, and community structure and social organization as they pertain to 
these minority groups during the 18th and 19th centuries.  Jason is a doctoral candidate in 
the Department of Anthropology at the University of Connecticut working on a thesis 
tentatively entitled “Beyond Reservation: Indian Survivance in Southern New England, 
1713-1861.”  He teaches Anthropology at UConn and is a visiting instructor teaching 
Ethnobotany and Ethnohistory at Connecticut College.  
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2:00 – 3:00 Current Research: The Sturges Park Burials
Rob Wallace – Avocational archaeologist, Fairfield Museum and History Center 
and Norwalk Community College Archaeology Club
“The Sturges Park Excavations”

ABSTRACT:  In August of 2006, human remains were uncovered during construction 
work on the athletic field located in Fairfield at Sturges Park.  The remains of three 
individuals were uncovered by the State Archaeologist Nicholas Bellantoni, members of 
FOSA, and local avocational archaeologists. These individuals are believed to be 
members of the Trinity Episcopal Church which was located near the site in the early 
1700’s.  Rob’s talk will feature a brief history of the area along with the removal of the 
remains and subsequent genealogical work done by Fairfield Museum and History 
Center genealogists Rod Mackenzie and Priscilla Chatfield. This talk will provide a 
background for the lecture of the forensics analyses of the remains to be given by Dr. 
Valerie Andrushko and her students Diana Messer and Amanda Leiss.  Rob will then 
conclude with some photos of the reburial ceremony that was conducted this past 
summer by Reverend Nicholas Porter, the Rector of Trinity Church in Southport.

SPEAKER:  Rob Wallace is a graduate of the Norwalk Community College’s 
Archaeology as an Avocation program.  He is currently continuing his Bachelor’s degree 
studies at Charter Oak State College and is also a Director at Large for the 
Archaeological Society of Connecticut.  He has been involved with several excavations 
in the Fairfield area with the Fairfield Museum and Research Center.

Valerie Andrushko, Ph.D., Diana Messer and Amanda Leiss – Southern 
Connecticut State University
“The Sturges Park Analysis”

ABSTRACT:  In this talk, Dr. Valerie Andrushko and two Southern Connecticut State 
University student researchers, Diana Messer and Amanda Leiss, will present the results
of the Sturges Park osteological analysis.  Although many skeletal elements were 
affected by post-mortem damage, the remains were sufficiently preserved to allow an in-
depth demographic and paleopathological analysis.  This analysis revealed a minimum of 
three individuals in the skeletal assemblage; based on the available osteological data, it 
appears that there is one adult male (40 – 55 years of age), one adult female (35 – 45 
years of age), and one adult male (age range indeterminate). Rampant examples of dental 
pathology can be seen throughout the teeth of these individuals, with carious lesions and 
tooth loss being the most prevalent conditions. Skeletal pathological conditions include 
spinal joint disease, arthritis of the hand, inflammation of the long bones 
(osteoperiostitis), and a cranial lesion of unknown origin.  In this presentation, we will 
describe these various conditions using photographic documentation, and will also 
discuss some possible causal factors for these conditions including hard physical labor, a 
lack of antibiotics, and exposure to infectious disease.

SPEAKERS:  Valerie A. Andrushko, Ph.D. is presently a professor in the Department of 
Anthropology at Southern Connecticut State University.  Her research focuses on 
paleopathological evidence of violent trauma, physical stress, and the use of skeletal 
evidence for understanding changes in sociopolitical complexity in two study regions: 
central California and the Andean highlands. Diana Lynn Messer is a senior and majors 
in anthropology with a concentration in physical anthropology and archaeology.
Amanda Leiss is a senior and majors in anthropology, with a concentration in physical 
anthropology.

3:00-4:00 Reception  & Museum Viewing
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Directions to the Fall Meeting
Fairfield Museum & History Center

370 Beach Road
Fairfield, CT

From New Haven & Points North - Take I-95 South to Exit 22. At end of ramp, turn 
left. Go under I-95 and railroad tracks to stoplight at intersection with Post Road. Turn 
right, go one block to traffic light; turn left onto Beach Road. Cross Old Post Road. 
Museum entrance is on your right.

From Westport, N.Y. & Points South - Take I-95 North to Exit 22 (follow signs & stay 
to right of McDonald's plaza). At end of ramp, turn right. Go under railroad tracks to stop 
light at intersection with Post Road. Go straight across intersection; turns into Beach 
Road. Cross Old Post Road. Museum entrance is on your right.

From Merritt/Hutchinson Parkway (North or South) - Take Exit 44 onto Black Rock 
Turnpike, follow "Fairfield" signs. Watch for Route 135 signs, and take right onto Rte 
135; follow past Fairfield University into town. Stay on route 135, under I-95 and railroad 
tracks to stoplight at intersection with Post Road. Turn right, go one block to traffic light; 
turn left onto Beach Road. Cross Old Post Road. Museum entrance is on your right.

From 25/8 Connector - Take Route 8 Connector south to Bridgeport; take 95 South. 
Follow above directions From New Haven & Points North.


