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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Members,

It is with great sadness that I write 
to inform you of the death of our 
long time treasurer, Don Malcarne.  
Don had been struggling with 
cancer and had appeared to have 
conquered it.  Unfortunately 
complications from the chemo-
therapy led to pneumonia and his 
passing.  Don had been our treasurer 
for over 17 years and a mainstay at 
our meetings, manning the 
admissions table and collecting new 
memberships and renewals.

My own relationship with Don 
began as we were taking courses for 
a Master’s degree at Wesleyan in 
the mid 1980s.  We were co-
recipients for the Rulewater Prize 
for our theses, his on Essex 
archaeology and mine on as more 
mundane non-archaeology topic.  
This began an association of over 20 
years during which I valued his 
advice and financial guidance 
especially as the society began to 
rebuild its fortunes in the early 
1990s.  Besides a valued colleague, 
he was also a good friend and he 
will be sorely missed by the entire 
community of Connecticut archae-
ologists as well as me. (See other 
tributes to Don below.

On a happier note, the Society has 
begun to forge a closer relationship 

with the Friends of the Office of 
State Archaeology (FOSA). That 
organization was formed with the 
object of raising and maintaining 
support for Nick Bellantoni and his 
office.  This is the same goal that 
ASC had pursued in the early 1980s 
when we were instrumental in 
pressuring the legislature to form 
the Office of State Archaeology as a 
full time paid position.  Our support 
of the office has continued from that 
success, creating a natural alignment 
between FOSA and ourselves in 
terms of our goals.  Realizing this, 
we have been moving over the past 
year to create a close alliance 
between our two groups.

The Society has always had a 
publications program and recently 
have established ourselves on a firm 
financial footing. FOSA has always 
had a sizable membership consisting 
of archaeological enthusiasts who 
were not necessarily members of the 
Society. They have also have
tremendous energy which has made 
them so effective in supporting 
Nick.  Thus our goals and missions 
are extraordinarily complementary 
and our newly merging relationship 
will emphasize and reinforce out 
respective strengths.  More 
importantly it will increase a greater 
voice for archaeology in 
Connecticut which given the 
increasing pressure to cut budgets in 

the state, is today more crucial than 
it has been at any time in the past.

To date members of the Society’s 
board and myself are sitting in on 
FOSA board meetings and members 
of FOSA including Cynthia 
Redman, their president, have been 
participating in ours.  We have 
agreed to co-sponsor the FOSA 
annual meeting in January and they 
will be prominent participants in our 
up-coming fall meeting at Ledyard.  
In the future we hope to be sharing 
membership benefits between 
members of both organizations as 
well as being co-participants other 
combined activities.  We hope that 
you will look favorably on our 
efforts and I will continue to keep 
you up to date on our plans and 
actions through this space in the 
future.
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President’s Message (continued)

Speaking of our pans for the fall 
meeting, I hope that you have been 
able to peruse the meeting agenda 
elsewhere in this newsletter.  Dawn 
Brown has out done herself 
(something that I did not think 
possible after her efforts last spring) 
in putting together and intriguing 
program with several new presenters 
and a favorite venue, the 
Mashantucket Pequot Museum in 
Ledyard.  We have not been back to 
the museum since our meeting there 
10 years ago, just after it opened, 
and we are looking forward to 
seeing how the museum has evolved 
over the past decade.  (There will be 
time opportunities to tour the 
museum at no extra charge for 
registered attendees at this meeting.) 
We extend a massive thank you to 
Kevin McBride who worked out the 
arrangements with the museum for 
this meeting.

As always I look forward to seeing 
and hearing from you.  Please do 
not hesitate to approach me with any 
and all of you ideas concerning the 
future of the Society as well 
suggestions.  Always appropriate 
are offers to become more active in 
the Society.

I look forward to seeing you in 
Ledyard in October…

Dan Cruson 
President

REMEMBERING DON 
MALCARNE

The following is taken from Don’s 
obituary in the Hartford Courant

MALCARNE, Donald Leon "Long 
hours of hard work" was his tongue-
in-cheek motto, and he followed it 
all his life with zest and vigor. He 
relished life and always seized the 
opportunity to learn and know more. 
A master of a huge trove of 
knowledge and an enormous array
of skills, Donald Malcarne passed 
away from complications of prostate 
cancer on Wednesday, (August 19, 
2009) at the age of 75, surrounded 
by his loving family and having 
lived a very full life. Don's 
connection with the lower 
Connecticut River Valley began 
early.  He was born in Old 
Saybrook, only son of Lee and 
Elizabeth (Cody) Malcarne, who 
lived on North Main Street in Essex. 
Don attended Essex Grammar and 
Pratt High Schools, finishing his 
high school education at Mount 
Hermon. He received his B.A. from 
the University of Connecticut, 
where he met his future wife and 
best friend, Shirley.  Don's first 
career was in retail, and he spent 
three decades as manager of 
LaPlace Furniture Store in Deep 
River, while helping to run the 
family movie theatres.  After his 
three daughters completed college, 
Don retired to attend graduate 
school at Wesleyan. This marked 
the beginning of Don's second 
career as a historian of the lower 
Connecticut River Valley. Don was 
never happier than when he was 
researching, discussing, presenting 
on, or writing about Essex, 
Ivoryton, Centerbrook, and Deep 
River.  He spent tens of thousands 
of hours doing primary source 
research that included examining 
land records, investigating local 
cemeteries, and conducting 
archaeological digs.  He served as 
the municipal historian for Essex, a 
title he treasured and a position he 
still held at the time of his death. 
He authored several books and 
numerous articles on local history, 
gave countless presentations, and 
led historical tours of the area, 

immediately recognizable in his 
bright red hat. If residents have an 
Essex Historical Society plaque on 
their house, Don was responsible for 
the research behind it. He was 
proud to be an Instructor at 
Wesleyan, Middlesex Community 
College, and Elderhostel. This past 
spring, he completed his research on 
the historical homes and buildings 
in the area and donated his 
documentation to local institutions 
for the use of current and future 
generations. Don passionately 
believed in service.  He regularly 
moderated Essex town meetings.
He served as President of the Essex 
Historical Society and of the 
Ivoryton Library Association.  Until 
recently he was Treasurer of the 
Archaeological Society of 
Connecticut and was a Trustee for 
the Godfrey Memorial Library in 
Middletown.  Don pursued many 
interests. His love of movies and 
musicals began early and continued 
throughout his life. He inherited a 
talent for building from his father, 
and built houses for himself and his 
friends in his spare time.  He could 
fix anything.  Don and Shirley made 
regular cross-country drives with 
their Labrador retriever, Shona.
Don loved sports, especially UConn 
basketball. He was a voracious 
reader, and intensely interested in 
local, national, and international 
affairs.  He loved spending time 
with his family and friends.  Don is 
survived by his wife of 54 years, 
Shirley, and his daughters and sons-
in-law, Debbie Malcarne of San 
Diego, Vanessa Malcarne and 
Kennon Kashima of San Diego, and 
Rhonda and Christopher Carter of 
Essex.

Don at his post at the ASC Meeting 
in Washington, CT in 2002



3

Above:  L-R - Nick Bellantoni, Stuart Reeve, Dan Cruson, Ernie Wiegand, 
Lucianne Lavin and Don Malcarne in Essex, 1997.

At left: Researching in the Essex Town Clerk’s Office about 1990

NEWS FROM OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS

FOSA NEWS

Dear ASC members,

It is with pleasure that I accept 
Dan’s invitation to send a brief 
message to you. Now that FOSA 
and ASC are establishing a 
collaborative relationship, each 
organization will be learning more
about what the other is doing and 
activities that are available to the 
members of both organizations. By 
working more closely together, we 
intend to create a greater awareness 
in the public’s mind of 
Connecticut’s archaeological past. 
A step in that direction is the co-
sponsorship, together with the CT 
State Museum of Natural History, of 
the speakers at FOSA’s Annual 
Meeting, on Saturday, January 30, 
2010.  Two professors from 
Quinnipiac University will present, 
“Mummy Dearest: Interpreting the 
Past Through Paleoimaging.”

A piece of exciting news is that 
Nick now has a laser line level!  
This means that measurements in 
the field are MUCH easier to obtain. 
The purchase was made possible 
with a new FOSA member’s 
generous donation with the 
stipulation that it be used to 
purchase a line level.  

Despite the wet, cool weather there 
were intermittent digs at the Rogers’ 
site in Lisbon. The Manston 
Rockshelter in Killingworth 
provided FOSA volunteers the 
opportunity to excavate for Native 
American artifacts. Members of 
FOSA also spent a day digging at 
Sandy Hill, on the Mashantucket 
Pequot Reservation. A couple of 
Field Schools allowed FOSA 
members to help eager students 
learn excavating techniques in 
addition to uncovering pieces of 
colonial history.

Coming up in the fall will be other 
digs, another training session, a 
presentation about the recreation of 
the Turtle (the United States’ first 
submarine), Atlatl Day and the ASC 
meeting all to be held in October.
In addition, there will be a number 
of historical events where FOSA 

will be present with our table of 
information and displays.

I look forward to seeing you at some 
or all of these various events! Best 
wishes for an enjoyable fall.

Cynthia Redman
President, FOSA

Training Opportunity for FOSA 
and ASC Members

WHAT: Training on Connecticut 
River Valley Geology by Ralph 
Lewis, Ph.D., former State 
Archaeologist, and Nick Bellantoni, 
Ph.D., current State Archaeologist

WHEN: Monday, October 12, 2009; 
10:00a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

WHERE: Connecticut State 
Museum of Natural History and 
Archaeology Center, Storrs, 
UCONN campus, 2019 Hillside Rd. 
Across from the UCONN Co-op.

DETAILS: Bring your own lunch or 
plan to buy it at one of the many 
eating places on campus!
If you plan to attend, please respond 
to: c.redman26@comcast.net by 
September 25.
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FRIENDS OF THE OFFICE OF STATE ARCHAEOLOGY, INC.
www.fosa-ct.org

PRESENTS 

Roy Manstan, former engineer, Naval Underwater Warfare Center (NUWC)
Fred Fresé, project director, Old Saybrook High School

The Turtle Project: Replicating David Bushnell's Revolutionary Submarine
Saturday, October 24, 2009

1 P.M.
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

53 South Main St, Westbrook, Connecticut

Through an Education Partnership Agreement between NUWC and Old Saybrook High School, students built a 
working replica of David Bushnell’s submarine Turtle which was launched in 2007.  The original Turtle, piloted by 
Ezra Lee, made three attempts to attack the British fleet at New York City in 1776.  A series of operational tests 
performed with the replica at Mystic Seaport Museum provided valuable insights into the capabilities of the original.  
The speakers will discuss the 18th-century educational, scientific, and technological context for Bushnell’s “sub-
marine vessel” – which included innovations such as the screw propeller – and the 21st-century educational rewards 
of the challenging replication project.

Following the presentation, the replica Turtle will be available for viewing at the nearby Museum of Early Engineering 
Technology.  Museum director Leighton Lee supported the replication of the Turtle throughout the project.

FOSA is pleased to sponsor this presentation free to the public, and suggests donations be made at the door to St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church.  Formerly located in the center of Westbrook, this beautiful Gothic Revival building was 
moved to its present location in the early 1920s, on rollers pulled by oxen.

                             

DIRECTIONS TO ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

From I-95, east or west:  Exit 65, then south on Route 153 (Essex Road) to Route 1.  Right on Route 1, then an immediate left 
onto South Main Street.  Park on South Main Street.

From Route 9 south: Exit 3, follow signs to Route 153.  Right on 153, drive about 4.5 miles to Route 1.  Right on Route 1, 
then an immediate left onto South Main Street.  Park on South Main Street.
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Archaeology
Club of
Norwalk
Community College

Club Meetings 
Fall Academic Semester

September 10 - Thursday 8:00 pm
Culinary Arts Dining Room — West 
Campus
Summer Excavations
From Fairfield to Peru
Diana Lynn Messer, Rob Wallace

Diana Messer in Peru

Our September meeting will feature
club members Diana Lynn Messer 
and Rob Wallace talking about their 
summer excavation activities.
Diana will provide an update on her
excavations at Putnam Park in 
Redding and also in Peru. Diana 
Lynn Messer is a senior at Southern 
Connecticut State University and
majors in anthropology with a 
concentration in physical 
anthropology and archaeology.  She
is also a Director at Large for the 
Archaeological Society of 
Connecticut 

In the fall of 2008, after a hiatus of 
four years, Daniel Cruson and Diana 
Messer returned to Putnam 
Memorial State Park with a crew of 
students from Western Connecticut
State University to investigate the 
site of an enlisted men’s hut in order 
to reexamine two features left from 
the previous excavation.  Several
new and distinctive features of life 
in the huts were discovered and 

presented in “Back to the Park: 
Another Look at an Enlisted Men’s 
Hut at the Putnam Winter 
Encampment” at the ASC meeting 
in April. Diana continues to work 
with Professor Valerie Andrushko 
from Southern Connecticut State 
University and worked on the
osteological analysis of the Sturges 
Park human remains. Diane 
continues her work with Dr. 
Andrushko in her Peruvian 
expeditions.

October 8 - Thursday - 8:00 pm
Culinary Arts Dining Room — West 
Campus
Cutting Edge: A New Date for
the Earliest Blade Technology
Cara Roure Johnson
University of Connecticut

Cara Roure Johnson

While working in Africa Cara Roure
Johnson discovered stone blades 
more than a half-million years old. 
That pushes the date of the earliest 
known blades back a remarkable
150,000 years and raises a question: 
What human ancestor made them?

The technological merits and 
behavioral implications of blade 
technology have been debated for 
the last fifty years.  The organized 
production of blades, flakes with
nearly parallel sides and a length to 
breadth ratio that exceeds 2:1
becomes widespread in the Upper 
Paleolithic of Eurasia and the Later
Stone Age of Africa (40-50,000 
years ago).

However, blade technology occurs 
sporadically much earlier.  Blades 
dating to ~250,000 years ago have 
been reported from the Middle 
Paleolithic of northwestern Europe, 
where they were presumably made 
by Neanderthals.  They are also 
known from the Middle Paleolithic 
in the Near East, where they date to 
~380,000 yrs ago.

In Africa, blades become common 
in the Later Stone Age after 50,000
yrs ago, and form the basis for much 
Middle Stone Age technology in 
southern Africa. Cara discovered 
blades from the lower portion of the 
Kapthurin Formation, Kenya, dating 
to 545-509,000 yrs ago.  They add
more than 150,000 years to the
known lifespan of blade technology.
This implies it has African origins 
and suggests that the common 
ancestor of Homo neanderthalensis
and Homo sapiens possessed the 
knowledge and skill to produce 
blades. Furthermore, the 
persistence of blades in the time 
interval 509-285,000 yrs ago in the 
Kapthurin Formation shows that, in 
Africa, a blademaking tradition was 
not only established early but was 
also a persistent feature of African 
Middle Pleistocene technology.

Cara Roure Johnson is a 
Paleoanthropologist and a 
Postdoctoral Fellow in the
Department of Anthropology at 
UCONN Storrs, where she also 
received her B.A. and M.A. in
Anthropology.  In 2007, Cara 
received her Ph.D from UCONN 
and is presently a Postdoctoral 
Fellow in the Department of 
Anthropology there.  Cara’s major
research interests include: African 
archaeology, human evolution, 
geoarchaeology, human osteology, 
lithic technology and site formation 
processes and has taught classes in 
both anthropology and archaeology. 
Dr. Johnson’s interests regarding the 
origins of modern Homo sapiens 
have resulted in extensive
excavations in the Kapthuirn 
Formation in Kenya, East Africa. 
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Please join us for a fascinating 
lecture, Thursday, October 8th, in 
Culinary Arts Dining Room, West 
Campus; refreshments at 7:30 PM; 
lecture at 8:00 PM.

ALES WELL THAT ENDS 
WELL - FINAL THOUGHTS 

ON THE SUN TAVERN, 
FAIRFIELD

Rob Wallace is a 1998 graduate of 
the Norwalk Community College’s
Archaeology as an Avocation 
program.  He has worked on several 
sites located in Fairfield and 
participated in numerous club digs. 
He is currently continuing his 
Bachelor’s degree studies at Charter 
Oak State College and is also a 
Director at Large for the 
Archaeological Society of 
Connecticut.  The subject of Rob’s 
lecture will be the Sun Tavern 
located in Fairfield.

The Sun Tavern was constructed
during the 18th century. It was 
burned by British and Loyalist 
forces during their invasion of 
Fairfield in July of 1779.  Rebuilt
the following year, it served as a 
local tavern operated by Samuel 
Penfield.  During his Presidential 
tour of the New England states, 
George Washington is traditionally
said to have stay here during his
visit to Fairfield in 1789.  After 
Samuel’s death, the building 
stopped being used as a tavern and 
became a private residence during 
much of the 19th and 20th centuries.
Acquired by the Town of Fairfield 
in 1978, the structure has undergone 
several restoration projects and is 
now managed by the Fairfield 
Museum and History Center.

In 2001 there was an archaeological
excavation started at the rear of the
building by local archaeologist 
Shirley Paustian and completed by 
Rob in 2006.  The excavation 
resulted in hundreds of artifacts 
being recovered as well as and a
stone foundation to a small out-
building.  Rob will review the past 

excavation and some of the artifacts 
recovered.  He will also talk about 
the last restoration project and the 
future plans that the Fairfield
Museum has for the building.

REPORT FROM THE FIELD -
GALLOWS HILL

At the Gallows Hill site work has 
been completed at “the Great 
Depression”.  After several seasons 
of work in this area, it is clear that a
building once stood in this spot.
This was determined several years 
ago when a number of large (and 
small!) redware sherds from a milk 
pan were discovered on a nearly 
level surface below the depression, 
which measured about 8 meters in 
diameter and about 1.5-2 meters 
below the natural grade of the 
surrounding land surface.

The large size of some of the sherds 
indicated that they had been buried 
for some time, as the fragile 
structure of redware does not 
respond well to the freeze-thaw 
cycles of the Northeast’s temperate 
climate. Typically, pieces near the
surface readily absorb moisture and 
then weather into smaller pieces 
when the water in the sherds 
expands when frozen. Several of 
the pieces could be fitted together; 
indicating that the vessel had 
probably broken in place; their 
position close to one another and 
within a few centimeters vertically 
of each other gave support to the 
idea that they lay on the dirt floor of 
the building.

Subsequent field seasons replicated 
these results.  A large number of 
historic artifacts, chiefly redware 
but also including English white
saltglaze stoneware and a few 
sherds of Delft, were also found at 
the same level in adjacent
excavation units.  Other artifacts 
included hand wrought nails, 
occasional fragments of window
glass and a few pieces of window 
caulking.

While trenches excavated outward
from the center of the depression 
towards the west and, more recently, 
the south, have failed to find 
evidence of a stone foundation, their 
absence does not alter the 
interpretation of the depression as 
the site of a structure. It is possible
that the structure did not have a 
stone foundation, or that if it did, 
the stones were removed for use 
elsewhere.  No evidence of a 
chimney has been found.  The 
ceramic evidence points to the
building as having been on the site 
in the third and perhaps the fourth 
quarter of the eighteenth century, 
the time when English white 
saltglaze stoneware was most 
common. Although the redware and 
Delft could have been made both
before and after the second half of 
the eighteenth century, the lack of 
late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
century wares such as pearlware and 
whiteware would indicate that the
building was no longer standing or 
in use past the later eighteenth 
century.

The fact that the recovered nails are
all hand wrought also supports this 
timeline, as cut nails, which were 
developed at the very end of the 
eighteenth century and were in 
common use by the first quarter of 
the nineteenth century, are totally 
absent. Had the building been in 
use during the early nineteenth 
century, cut nails would have 
probably been used in making
repairs or alterations.

The ceramic artifacts, which number 
in the hundreds, probably represent 
a limited number of actual vessels. 
Redware, the most common by far, 
is limited to two or three large
milkpans, a single large plate with 
slip decoration and a few hollow 
ware pieces such as cups, bowls, 
crocks and perhaps a jug.  The 
English white saltglaze stoneware is 
from a small number of dishes or 
saucers and two or three teacups or 
small bowls.
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Very few personal items have been
recovered.  These include several 
pieces of kaolin clay tobacco pipes 
and a fragment of a brass shoe 
buckle.  Food remains are also very 
limited.  A few fragments of marine 
shell fish have been recovered as 
well as two molars, one of a pig and 
the other a cow.  A careful 
inspection of the area around the 
structure has failed to find evidence
of an historic dump or such 
structures as a well or privy.  Given 
these results, it does not appear that 
the structure was a house. The 
small amount of ceramics and 
extremely limited number of food 
remains indicates that while meals
may have been consumed at the 
building, they were not prepared 
there. With about 25-30% of the 
structure excavated, it is doubtful 
that further work within the 
depression would add to our
knowledge of its function.  It is 
currently thought to have been a 
small farm outbuilding located far
away from the dwelling of its 
owner. Previous research by Dr. 
Stuart Reeve into the history of
Redding indicates that the property 
was at the edge of the vast holdings 
of the descendants of John Read, the 
founder of Redding and for whom 
the town is named, during much of 
the eighteenth century. Further 
documentary work will be 
conducted to establish a chain of 
ownership, land description and its 
use over time.

The prehistoric occupation of the 
site also continued to be excavated 
during the spring and summer field 
sessions. With the completion of 
the work in the depression area, the 
focus of the fall field season will be 
on an area that produced a large 
quartzite cobble hammer-anvil stone 
several years ago. The size of this 
tool indicated that it was used in the 
early stages of tool production, 
when large quarry blocks and/or 
cobbles were broken into smaller 
fragments that could be then shaped 
into tools. Three excavation units
opened this summer have been 
productive.  In addition to the 

ubiquitous quartz lithic debitage, 
two projectile points and a cobble 
hammerstone have been found.  The 
projectile points are of the Wading 
River type of the Late Archaic 
period (c. 2500-1700 BC), many of 
which have been recovered from 
other portions of the site.

Magdalena Kulczynska with a 
Wading River point found in new
area. Photo by Anna May Jerusavage

This fall members of the 
Archaeology Club are invited to 
participate in the further exploration 
of this area which will begin in late 
September and continue through 
mid-November.  If you are 
interested, please contact Ernie 
Wiegand at the Archaeology office 
(857-7377) for details.  The 
cleaning, cataloging and study of the
Gallows Hill artifacts will continue 
during the Archaeology Club’s fall 
lab sessions which will be held on
Thursdays (except for club meeting 
nights) from 5-9 p.m.  The room has 
not been established at press time; 
an announcement will be made at 
our September club meeting 
regarding the room assignment.

Connecticut 
Archaeology Center

Special Events

Atlatl Days and Knap-In at the 
Hammonasset Festival

Saturday, October 3 and Sunday, 
October 4, 10 am to 5 pm, rain or 
shine
Hammonasset State Park, Madison 
No Registration Needed – Free!
Atlatl activity is limited to adults 
and children ages 8 and over, 
however, the festival is open to all 
ages.

The Museum and Archaeology 
Center is thrilled to participate in 
what has become a tradition--The  
Hammonasset Festival! Taking 
place at Hammonasset State Park in 
Madison, CT, the festival is a 
celebration of nature and Native 
American culture as experienced 
through music, presentations, 
dancing, food, and other activities. 
Festivities include the popular Atlatl 
Days and Knap-In, co-sponsored by 
the Museum and Archaeology 
Center, Friends of Hammonassett, 
World Atlatl Association, and 
Friends of the Office of State 
Archaeology. In this unique event, 
there will be ongoing sanctioned 
ISAC (International Standard 
Accuracy Contest) and local 
competitions as well as amateur 
contests where you can experience 
firsthand the thrill of using the atlatl, 
an ancient spear-throwing tool that 
predates the bow and arrow. Bring 
your own atlatl and darts, or borrow 
one of ours, and join in the fun! 
Master craftspeople will 
demonstrate the art of flint-knapping 
and other ancient technologies 
throughout the day. Visit 
www.hammonassetfestival.com for 
more information about the festival; 
contact the Museum for more 
information about Atlatl Days and 
Knap-In.

3rd Annual AIA-MOS Archaeology 
Fair at the Museum of Science, 
Boston
Friday, October 16, 9 am to 1 pm
Saturday, October 17, 11 am to 
4 pm, Museum of Science, Boston
The Archaeology Fair is free with 
Museum of Science admission price

The Archaeological Institute of 
America and the Museum of 
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Science have joined forces to 
connect you with practicing 
archaeologists. Learn to write in 
cuneiform, watch stone tools being 
made by experts, participate in a 
dig, see a spear travel more than 60 
miles per hour, and more. This year, 
the Connecticut State Museum of 
Natural History will be one of the 
Friday exhibitors, with a table 
including artifacts and an exhibit on 
fiber use by people from around the 
world! For more information, 
contact the Museum of Science, 
www.mos.org.

Native American Education Day
Savin Rock Conference Center, 
West Haven 
Saturday, November 7, 10 am to 
4 pm
Admission: $5 Adults, $2 children, 
under 6 Free
All ages are welcome. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult.

The Ward Heitmann House 
Museum sponsors a Native 
American Education Day each 
November. This year, the Museum 
will be joining their group of 
educational exhibitors and 
presenters, which also include 
Northern Cheyenne flutist, Joseph 
Firecrow, Native history lectures 
and exhibits, Native foods, crafts, 
wildlife presenters and book 
signings. Connecticut State 
Archeologist Dr. Bellantoni will be 
a featured presenter. Please stop by 
and visit our Museum booth as you 
enjoy the day! For more information 
and directions to Savin Rock 
Conference Center, call (203) 934-
4601.

Field Learning

Quinebaug Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor’s “Walktober” – The 
Archaeology of Old Furnace Trail
Dr. Nicholas Bellantoni, State 
Archaeologist
Monday, October 5, 10 am to 12 
noon, rain or shine
East Killingly (map will be mailed 
to participants)

Advance registration required; this 
walk is limited to no more than 30 
people.
Free for adults and children ages 6 
and above. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Dr. Nicholas Bellantoni, 
Connecticut’s State Archaeologist, 
will lead a hike along the Old 
Furnace Trail and discuss the 
prehistoric and industrial past of this 
area as we pass ruins and 
archaeological sites. This may be a 
challenging hike for some, with 
steep areas and a fast-running 
stream to cross. Please call the 
Museum at (860) 486-6793 or email 
cheri.collins@uconn.edu to register 
for this walk. 

Family Activities Workshop
 Basket-Making and Baskets in 
Antiquity
Sue Broneill and Cheri Collins, 
Museum Staff
Saturday, December 5, 12 noon to 
4 pm 
Museum of Natural History (map 
will be mailed to participants)
Advance registration required: $25, 
$20 for Museum members; includes 
materials fee.
Adults and children ages 8 and 
above. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

How did your great-great-
grandmother bring home the 
groceries before plastic or paper 
bags? Where did people store things 
before cardboard boxes and plastic 
bins? How did fishermen bring 
home their catch before the 
invention of Styrofoam coolers? 
They used baskets! Baskets are both 
functional and beautiful, and have 
been a part of human culture 
worldwide for at least 30,000 years. 
Join Sue Broneill and Cheri Collins 
for this popular one-day family 
workshop. Cheri will discuss the 
history and uses of various types of 
baskets, materials used in their 
manufacture, and show examples of 
baskets from the Museum’s 
ethnographic collections. Master 
basket maker Sue Broneill will 

teach you how to make your own 
small wall basket, perfect for 
holding mail or seasonal greeting 
cards, to take home! 

Ancient Technologies 
Workshops

Lithic Technology: Using and 
Making Stone Tools
Heather Cruz, Anthropology, 
UConn 
Saturday, October 24, 10 am to 12 
noon 
Museum of Natural History (map 
will be mailed to participants)
Advance registration required: $20, 
$15 for Museum members; includes 
materials fee
Adults and children ages 12 and 
above. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

You may have seen “arrowheads” 
and other ancient stone tools on 
exhibit in museums, and this is your 
chance to use them! In this 
workshop, you will learn more 
about many different types of stone 
tools. Through experimentation and 
observation of the people who still 
manufacture and use these tools, we 
now have a good understanding of 
this technology. You will learn how 
archaeologists identify and date 
these tools, and you will have the 
opportunity to use some of them for 
woodworking and food preparation, 
as they were used in ancient times. 
Then, you will have a chance to 
flint-knap! Try your hand at stone 
tool manufacture under the guidance 
of UConn archaeologist Heather 
Cruz in this exciting workshop.    

Quilling on Birch Bark
Cheri Collins, Museum Staff, 
UConn
Saturday, December 12, 10 am to 
12 noon 
Museum of Natural History (map 
will be mailed to participants)
Advance registration required: $15, 
$10 for Museum members 
Adults and children ages 8 and up. 
Children must be accompanied by 
an adult.
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The Native American art of 
decorating birch bark boxes and 
other ornaments with porcupine 
quill “embroidery” is a beautiful 
traditional craft. The work of skilled 
quillwork artists is highly prized by 
collectors and museums. You will 
see an example and slides of some 
intricate and beautiful quilled birch 
bark containers. Then you will learn 
to do this unusual art form by using 
these natural materials to create a 
quilled birch bark pendant, pin, or 
barrette to take home.

Museum Lecture Series

Producing Food, Producing 
Ourselves
Dr. Phoebe Godfrey, Department of 
Sociology, UConn
Sunday, October 11, 3 pm
Biology/Physics Building, Room 
130, No Registration Needed – Free
Adults and children ages 10 and 
above. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

This talk will explore Karl Marx's 
theory that the ways in which 
humans produce their material 
needs, such as food, influence and 
determine how people in turn 
structure their social arrangements 
and roles of the individuals within 
that society. By exploring in brief 
the social history of food 
production, we can gain a better 
understanding of our current 
relationship to food production. 
This will help us gain insight into 
the reasons why our food production 
system has become destructive to 
both the planet and to human health 
and welfare. Dr. Godfrey’s new 
book The Sun, the Moon and the 
Truth: Sociological Inquiry in an 
Age of Ecological Crisis, about the 
educational, social, political and 
spiritual aspects of sustainability 
will be published in 2010.

Food Taboos: Scripture, Biology 
and Culture
James Simpkins, Comparative 
Literary and Cultural Studies 

Program, Department of Modern & 
Classical Languages, UConn
Sunday, October 18, 3 pm
Biology/Physics Building, Room 
130, No Registration Needed – Free
Adults and children ages 10 and 
above. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Why do we eat the foods we do, but 
shun others, often with a strong 
emotional response? This talk will 
focus on food taboos beyond 
common religious injunctions. We 
will reconsider well-known 
foodstuff taboos and realign them 
with universal human tendencies, 
showing parallels between the near-
universal avoidances as well as the 
cultural preference and tradition. 
Additionally, we will take note of 
contemporary situations where 
traditional historic dietary 
restrictions have been removed or 
modified. In these unique scenarios, 
traditional food taboos and their 
function are magnified to reveal 
strong inclusive and exclusive 
functions. 

James Simpkins is a PhD candidate 
studying American Food Culture 
and Food in literature. He attended 
Peter Kump's New York Cooking 
School and spent 13 years in 
professional kitchens all over the 
U.S. and in France, and taught for 
Le Cordon Bleu in San Francisco 
and Chicago. He also has a B.A. in 
Comparative Religious Studies. He 
will also provide first-hand 
testimony from the years of 
professional cooking where he has 
been witness to numerous instances 
of what people don't--or won’t—eat. 

The Origins of Music--Signals & 
Noise
Dan Finkel, Department of 
Anthropology, UConn
Sunday, November 8, 3pm
Biology/Physics Building, Room 
130, No Registration Needed – Free
Adults and children ages 10 and 
above. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Music is a human universal. In 
Western culture the role of 

"musician" is applied only to those 
with specialized knowledge or skill, 
and the rest of us consider ourselves 
consumers of music. At some point, 
however, all of us have been 
musicians (even if you stopped in 
kindergarten, that still counts). In 
many parts of the world, music is 
something everyone does 
throughout their lives and its 
ubiquity suggests it may be an 
evolved part of human nature. If this 
is the case, what possible adaptive 
value might music possess? This 
question has been the subject of 
passionate inquiry and debate 
among researchers, and though a 
wide variety of answers have been 
offered, there is still a lack of 
convincing evidence that music is an 
adaptation.

The subtitle of this lecture has two 
meanings. The first is to examine 
the various theories of the 
evolutionary origins of music in 
order to determine what, if anything, 
we can really say about how music 
came to be a central part of the 
human experience--seeking signals 
among the "noisy" data inherent in 
social scientific research. The 
second is an attempt to unify the 
evolutionary theories under an 
umbrella "signaling" theory--after 
all, whatever else it may be, music is 
a signal with both transmitters and 
audience, and as such could be 
approached from the perspective of 
behavioral ecology.

Beyond Walden: The Hidden 
History of America’s Kettle Lakes 
and Ponds 
Dr. Robert Thorson, EEB, UConn
Sunday, November 15, 3 pm
Biology/Physics Building, Room 
130, No Registration Needed – Free
Adults and children ages 10 and 
above. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

When the Laurentide ice sheet 
began receding over 15,000 years 
ago, it left a string of kettle lakes 
and ponds from Cape Cod to the 
High Plains. Unlike the Great 
Lakes, classic kettles have no inlet 
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or outlet but are natural wells fed by 
groundwater filtered through silica-
rich, grit-free sand. Walden Pond, 
that symbol of transcendentalism 
and environmentalism, is an 
example. The fictitious Lake 
Wobegon exemplifies the mythic 
lake culture created by kettles in the 
last century. Thousands of others 
dot the landscape and though they 
may be lesser known, still represent 
valuable ecological and spiritual 
oases, each unique in their own way.

Dr. Robert Thorson, a UConn 
Professor of Geology and an 
environmental columnist, visits 
many such spots in his new book to 
explain how we cannot take their 
ongoing splendor for granted. 
Kettles reveal an enormous amount 
about who we are and where we 
came from. They are fragile 
ecosystems that are in constant 
tension with human 
overdevelopment. In essence “fossil 
icebergs,” these melted remnants of 
glacial ice blocks are also 
repositories of ancient flora and 
fauna beneath the surface. 

There will be a book signing after 
the lecture.

To register for a program or for 
more information, contact the 

Connecticut Archaeology Center at 
860-486-4460 or E-mail to 

www.cac.uconn.edu

Hartford Society Contact
Prof. Martha Risser
860-297-2386
martha.risser@trincoll.edu

Monday, October 19, 2009 - 8 PM
Mim Bower, University of 
Cambridge (Matson Lecture)
"The horse is man's wings": 

Archaeological Science and the 
Changing Nature of the Human-
Horse Relationship in Central and 
East Asia in Prehistory
Location: Trinity College, McCook 
Auditorium

Tuesday, March 02, 2010 at 8 PM
Nancy Wilkie, Carleton College
(Norton Lecture)
Archaeology in Sri Lanka: 
Challenges and Prospects for the 
Future
Location: Trinity College, McCook 
Auditorium

New Haven Society Contact
Lisa Brody
203-436-3575
lisa.brody@yale.edu

Tuesday, October 27, 2009 at 4:30 
PM
Judith M. Barringer, University of 
Edinburgh (Solow Lecture)
Olympia Before the Temple of Zeus
Location: TBA
Tuesday, January 26, 2010 at 4:30 
PM
Susan Wood, Oakland University
(Metcalf Lecture)
The Flavian Women: A Family 
Drama on Coins
Location: TBA

Monday, March 01, 2010 at 4:30 
PM
Nancy Wilkie, Carleton College
(Norton Lecture)
Archaeology in Sri Lanka: 
Challenges and Prospects for the 
Future
Location: TBA

STATE HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION OFFICE

The following news items from 
various organizations are being 
shared with us courtesy of Dave 
Poirier, Staff Archaeologist, 
Historic Preservation and Museum 
Division, Connecticut Commission 
on Arts, Tourism, Culture, History 
and Film, (also known as the 
Connecticut State Historic 
Preservation Office or “SHPO”).  

Dave sends out e-mail updates 
regularly, and you can contact him 
at Dave.poirier@ct.gov about 
being placed on his mailing list.

Lectures Announced

Archaeological Associates of 
Greenwich has announced a new 
series of lectures for the Fall 2009.  
The programs, featuring noted 
experts on a variety of 
archaeological topics, will be held 
in Bantle Lecture Hall at the Bruce 
Museum, 1 Museum Drive, 
Greenwich, Connecticut.  Programs 
are free to AAG and Bruce Museum 
members and $10 to the public at 
the door.   Scheduled for this fall:

Thursday, October 15 - 8 p.m.   
Topic: "The Mystery of the 
Unknown Man E: A Murdering 
Mummy."  Speaker:  Professor Bob 
Brier.  Popular Egyptologist, Bob 
Brier will   discuss his recent 
examination of a mysterious 
mummy that was discovered more 
than a century ago by Gaston 
Maspero.   He will explore whether 
this could be the son of Rameses III 
who was involved in a conspiracy to 
kill his father.

Thursday, November 19 - 8 p.m.   
Topic:  "Recent Travels in Iraq: An 
Archaeologist's Commentary."   
Speaker:  Professor C. Brian Rose.  
The State Department invited 
Professor Rose to Iraq this Spring 
not only because he is a 
distinguished Professor of 
Mediterranean Archaeology and 
Curator in Charge of the 
Mediterranean Section of the 
University Pennsylvania 
Archaeology and Anthropology 
Museum, but he is also the President 
of the Archaeological Institute of 
America.  His BLOG from Iraq, 
where he visited "many of the sites I 
never thought I would see," was so 
compelling that he has agreed to 
talk about his experiences to the 
AAG audience.

American 
Institute of 
Archaeology
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CRM Reports
The following table is a sample of Cultural Resource Management (CRM) activity in Connecticut. This is a list of CRM reports 
transferred from State Historic Preservation Office to the public archive at UConn, shared with us courtesy of Dave Poirier, 
Staff Archaeologist.

CRM Reports Transferred to UConn's Dodd Center
Rep # Authors Year Subject
1738 Walwer & Walwer 2009 Veteran's Memorial Park Improvements, Middletown
1739 Walwer & Walwer 2009 Scotland hydroelectric project, Windham
1740 Heritage Consultants 2009 Darling Drive Road development, Avon
1741 Kodlick & Kuder 2009 Route 74 bridge, Tolland & Willington
1742 Raber 2009 Slater Hill Road Bridge, Killingly
1743 Forrest & Clouette 2009 Quinnipiac linear trail, Meriden
1744 Walwer & Walwer 2009 Windsor Meadow State Park river trail, Windsor
1745 Holmes & McBride 2009 Yankee Gas pipeline-MPT Resort, Ledyard
1746 Walwer & Walwer 2009 Tyler Mill Conservation & Recreation trail, Wallingford
1747 Forrest & Clouette 2009 I-291 Gateway Zone, South Windsor
1748 Cassedy & Krall 2008 Pipeline replacement, Wallingford
1749 Heritage Consultants 2009 Brickyard Road development, Brooklyn
1750 Franz & Torp 2009 Haywardville Road cell tower, East Haddam
1751 Heritage Consultants 2009 Darling Drive Road development, Avon
1752 Banks 2009 Walkway trail extension, Derby
1753 Heritage Consultants 2009 Squatz Pond bank stabilization, New Fairfield
1754 Franz & Torp 2009 River Road cell tower, Lisbon
1755 Franz & Torp 2009 Beaver Brook Road cell tower, Lyme
1768 Raber 2009 Jelliff Mill Road Bridge, New Canaan
1769 Forrest & Clouette 2009 Meadowood residential community, Simsbury
1770 Raber 2009 Route 47 Bridge, Washington
1771 Heritage Consultants 2009 Executive valet parking, Suffield
1772 Clements 2009 Buckeye Kleen Energy pipeline, Middletown
1773 Franz & Stallings 2009 Army Reserve Center, Middletown
1774 Walwer & Walwer 2009 Danbury Branch rail line, Brookfield, Danbury & New Milford
1775 Wiegand, Farslow & Brown 2009 Cram subdivision, Redding
1776 Cruz 2009 Farwell House site Mansfield
1777 Raber 2009 Kelly Road, South Windsor
1778 Heritage Consultants 2009 Center Street development, Manchester
1779 Raber & Gordon 2009 Scotland hydroelectric project, Windham
1780 Walwer & Walwer 2009 East Bridgeport rail yard, Bridgeport
1781 Raber 1998 Transportation Center/Parking Garage, Norwich
1782 Heritage Consultants 2009 Main Street cell tower alternatives, Glastonbury
1783 Forrest 2009 Meadowood residential community, Simsbury
1784 Harper, Clouette & Harper 1999 Rochambeau march route, statewide
1785 Harper 2000 Rochambeau western encampments, statewide
1786 Forrest 2009 Northern Industrial Tier industrial park, Cromwell
1787 Schneiderman-Fox & Sandy 2009 Dorset Crossing, Simsbury
1788 Heritage Consultants 2009 Prospect Street cell tower, Woodstock
XXX Raber 2008 Route 7 bridge documentation, Canaan & Salisbury
XXX Clouette 2009 Powers Pond documentation, Montville
XXX Bedford & Vairo 2007 Congress Street bridge documentation, Bridgeport
XXX Raber & Saco 2004 Robertson Paper Mill photo-documentation, Montville
XXX Hampton & Stewart 2009 Aerospace Technology at Naval Weapons Industrial Reserve 

Plant Bloomfield
XXX Raber 2009 Harrison Carriage House documentation, North Branford
XXX Clarke 2008 Neptune Park neighborhood, New London
XXX Fitzgerald & Halliday 2009 townwide architectural survey, Fairfield
XXX AHS 2009 Slocomb Mill complex documentation, Glastonbury
XXX Alion Science & Technology 2008 WWII bombing area inspection report, Barn Island, Stonington
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XXX Clouette 2009 Canal Line Railroad documentation, Southington
XXX Clouette 2009 Cullman Brothers Inc. tobacco barns, Simsbury

The Institute for American Indian Studies 
Washington, CT

860-868-0518

4th Annual Native American-Archaeology Round Table

Historic Native American Communities in Southern New England: What Local Town Histories Never Told Us

Sunday, September 27, 2009   10 am – 4:30pm

Lucianne Lavin, Ph.D. Introduction & Moderator 
(Institute for American Indian Studies)

Trudie Richmond The Lasting of the Potatuck?  Who We Were, Who We  
(Schaghticoke Tribal Nation) Are; Why Should it Matter?

Kenneth Feder, Ph.D. “An Ever-Widening Circle”: The People of the Lighthouse, 
(Central Connecticut State University) Barkhamsted, Connecticut

Roger Michael Smith How History, Politics & Culture Informed the Contemporary 
(Golden Hill Paugussett) Paugeesukq Community

Laurie Weinstein Western Connecticut Indians and the Revolutionary War
(Western Connecticut State University)

Tim Ives The Subtlety and Complexity of Native American 
(University of Connecticut)                Ethnohistory in Central Connecticut

Jeff Bendremer, Faith Davison,                          Yo Nik (This is my Home): Vernacular Architecture and
Elaine Thomas & Stephanie Fielding   Changing Indigenous Domestic Spaces on the Mohegan
(Mohegan)      Reservation

D. Rae Gould Reassessing 19th and 20th-century Histories of Nipmuc 
(Connecticut College and Nipmuc Nation) Indians in Massachusetts

Jason Mancini Beyond Reservation: Connecticut’s Missing Indian History
(Mashantucket Pequot Museum & 
University of Connecticut) 

Fall Calendar of Events
New Exhibit
“Quinnetukut: Our Homeland, Our Story”  
Our story is one of community, of connections to Mother Earth and to one another.  It is also the story of an enduring 
presence.  The land now called Connecticut we have always known as Quinnetukut, the place of the long water.  Our 
homelands have been here, along river banks, in forested uplands, and beside coastal marshes for thousands of years.  
We are continually adapting to new ideas, new technologies and a changing environment yet our traditions and 
communities continue.  We are still here.   We are the Indigenous Peoples of Connecticut.
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This exhibit follows the 10,000 year long story of Connecticut’s Native American Peoples to their lives and culture today.   
Discover their stories of survival, ingenuity and spiritual connections to Mother Earth as well as their technological and 
artistic accomplishments.

October
Litchfield Hills Archaeological Club  Annual Dig
The LHAC field season has been so successful it was decided to continue work till the first week of October.  For 
information on joining LHAC please call (860) 868-0518 or visit the Institute’s web site at birdstone.org.   Annual 
membership is $35 per person, or $50 for a family and includes free admission to lectures and an invitation to join the 
annual summer dig.

Fall Edibles Walk: Nuts, Berries & Roots
Saturday, October  18th from 12:30 pm -3:30 pm 
Autumn is a wonderful time of year, full of many delicious foods right in your own back yard. Acorns, hickory nuts, 
berries and tubers are all awaiting your culinary delight!   Primitive Skills Practitioner, Andrew Dobos, will guide you 
in identifying, harvesting and preparing some common edibles while enjoying a fall hike.    CT Educators may earn .3 
CEUs.
Space is limited, please call for  reservations.     Fee:   $15; $12 IAIS Members

Ash Splint Basket Workshop
Saturday, October 24th from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Spend a lovely fall day making a splint basket with noted basket maker Carol Hart using a diagonal twill weaving 
technique. Leni Lenape people made baskets using  twill weave to wash hominy corn kernels that had been boiled in 
ashes, to loosen the skins so the kernels could be removed. The texture of the twill weave may have helped to free skins 
from kernels as they were swirled against the inside of the basket in the rinsing process. 
Twill weaves are found throughout Eastern tribal basket traditions, especially in the Southeast where river cane was the 
primary weaving material, and where patterns and designs in twill weaves can be very intricate. In the Northeast the 
most common material used in splint baskets is black ash, and the twill most commonly seen in black ash baskets is a 
basic diagonal pattern. Our materials will be commercially available white ash and flat oval reed splints.  Please bring a 
notebook and pen, lunch and drinks. Tools and equipment will be provided. CT Educators may earn .6 CEUs.
Advance reservations and a $50 non-refundable deposit are required.                                                                                                                           
Fee: $100 + $25 materials fee; $85 + $25 materials fee IAIS Members

November
Veterans’ Day Celebration
Sunday, November 8th  at   12:30 pm
Each year IAIS honors a local Native American who has served in the United States Military.   Throughout history Native 
Americans have served their country with the highest record of service per capita when compared to any other ethnic 
group.  Join us in remembering all veterans, Native and non-native, who have served our country with courage and 
pride.  Following a traditional ceremony in our outdoor village we invite participants and visitors for a light lunch.

Litchfield Hills Archaeology Club Lecture Series Presents: 
“First Nations-Last Elephants” An illustrated presentation by Tom Lake
Sunday, November 8th  at  3:00 pm
Twelve millennia ago the first humans entered the Northeast into a landscape that contained a myriad of now-extinct 
animals. These Paleo-Indians were entering virgin forests and grasslands, but the fauna they encountered were not new; 
they had seen them all before during their millennia-long trek across North America. What was new was the ticking 
clock of extinction as the First Nations met the Last Elephants, one heading toward dominance, the other to oblivion. 
Tom Lake is an archaeologist, and teaches anthropology at SUNY Dutchess Community College in Poughkeepsie (NY). He 
also works for the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation’s Hudson River Estuary Program as its 
Estuary Naturalist, where he shadows eagles, teaches the ecology of the estuary, and edits the Hudson River Almanac, a 
natural history journal now in its 16th year.
Fee: $5 General Public; Free to LHAC Members
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December
Litchfield Hills Archaeology Club Lecture Series Presents: 
“An Overview of Connecticut African Diaspora Archaeology” 
by Jerry Sawyer
Sunday, December 6th at 3:00 pm
“In 1999, our field work discovered that in the early 18th century, a 13,000 acre provisioning plantation was carved 
out of the woodlands of southeastern Connecticut with the use of numerous enslaved Africans.  Our research has 
since located evidence of slavery throughout Connecticut, and it was neither rare nor benign.”

Jerry Sawyer has a M.A. in Anthropology from Hunter College, a M. Phil. in Historical Archaeology from the 
Graduate Center of the City University of New York and is a Ph.D. candidate in African Diaspora Archaeology, 
researching African enslavement in New England and the Caribbean.  Jerry is an Adjunct Instructor of Anthropology 
at Central Connecticut State University and teaches Sociology and Anthropology at Westchester Community 
College as well.  Join Jerry as he discusses some of his investigations into enslavement in Connecticut as 
discovered through archaeology.
Fee: $5 General Public; Free to LHAC Members

CURRENT RESEARCH

Revolutionary War 
Encampment in Redding

By Laurie Weinstein
and Beth Morrison

Western Connecticut State 
University continued work at the 
Middle Encampment Revolutionary 
War site in Redding, Connecticut 
with a five-week summer field 
school in June '09. WestConn has 
been researching this site since 2004 
when Dan Cruson and Kathleen 
vonJena asked us to investigate the 
property in conjunction with their 
work at Putnam Park.  This site was 
one of three winter encampments 
from 1778-79 under the command 
of General Israel Putnam.  The three 
encampments were strategically 
placed to protect the Sound and the 
Hudson Highlands from British 
attack. We began surveying and 
mapping the property via a field 
school in summer '07.

This year's field school was co-
taught by Dr. Laurie Weinstein 
(Project Director) and Dr. Bethany 
Morrison (Field Director).  Thanks 
to the invaluable expertise of Dr. 
Cosimo Sgarlatta (GIS) and the help 
of Mr. Dan Cruson and Patricia 

Hickey, the students finished 
surveying and mapping chimney 
remains and other features from the 
66-acre site. The field school has 
continued to attract students from 
other universities outside of 
WestConn, including students from 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Texas New 
York and Massachusetts.

WCSU students prepare to draw a 
plan view of a surface feature at 
Redding's Middle Encampment.

Dr. Cos and Patricia Hickey have 
been finishing up in the lab with the 
tedious work of geo-referencing and 
digitizing student maps.  Weinstein, 
Morrison and Sgarlatta will be 
delivering a paper about their work 
at Middle Encampment for the 
upcoming ASC meeting.

Weinstein is currently on a one-
semester sabbatic leave to research 
the ethnohistory of Native 
participation in the Revolutionary 

war.  Her work is part of a larger 
study to document the Indians in 
western Connecticut for a book she 
will co-write with Dr. Lucianne 
Lavin for Weinstein's series, Native 
Peoples of the Americas, from the 
University of Arizona Press.  
Weinstein would like to add a huge 
thank you to Dr. Morrison and Dr. 
Sgarlatta for their field and mapping 
expertise, which has greatly 
professionalized the program at 
WestConn!!!

CALENDAR

To help members plan their 
calendars, we post the dates of 
meetings of interest in Connecticut 
and neighboring states.  Please 
contact the editor with any meetings 
you are aware of which you feel 
would be of interest to the 
membership.

October 16-18, 2009, Council for 
Northeast Historical Archaeology 
Annual Meeting, Quebec City, 
Canada

October 17, 2009, ASC Fall 
Meeting, Ledyard, CT
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October 17, 2009, Massachusetts 
Archaeological Society Fall 
Meeting, Middleborough, MA

October 24, 2009, New Hampshire 
Archaeological Society Annual 
Meeting, Warner, NH

November 5-7, 2009, Eastern 
States Archaeological Federation
(EASF), Johnstown, PA

January 6-9, 2010, Society for 
Historical Archaeology (SHA)
Conference, Amelia Island, FL

ASC OFFICERS
Dan Cruson – President
174 Hanover Road
Newtown, CT  06470
Home Phone 203-426-6021
E-Mail:  dcruson@charter.net

Robyn Swan Filippone – Secretary
985 Bronson Rd.
Fairfield, CT 06824
Home Phone 203-259-8440
Work Phone 203-259-0346
Cell 203-566-7740
E-Mail: rlsf99@optonline.net

Cosimo Sgarlata - Treasurer & 
Membership
1 Roscoe St.
Norwalk, CT  06851
Home Phone 203-847-5882
Cell Phone 203-515-1567
E-Mail:  csgarlata@gmail.com

Lucianne Lavin - Bulletin Editor
108 New Street
Seymour, CT  06483
Home Phone 203-888-8897
E-Mail: llavin.iais@charter.net

Ernie Wiegand II - E.S.A.F. Rep.
152 Silver Spring Road
Wilton, CT  06897
Home Phone 203-762-1972
Work Phone 203-857-7377
E-Mail:EWiegand@ncc.commnet.edu

Nick Bellantoni - State 
Archaeologist
Office of State Archaeology 
2019 Hillside Ave, U-1023
University of Connecticut

Storrs, CT 06269-1023
Home Phone 860-666-9648
Work Phone 860-486-5248
E-Mail: 
nbell@uconnvm.uconn.edu

Dawn Brown – Director at Large
1714 Capitol Ave.
Bridgeport, CT 06604
Home Phone 203-335-8745
E-Mail: dawnlb@juno.com

Rob Wallace - Director at Large
33 Frank St. 
Trumbull, CT 06611
Home Phone 203-452-1948
E-Mail: trowel4fun@aol.com

Diana Messer – Director at Large
376 Newtown Tpke
Redding, CT  06896
E-Mail: deahah@aol.com
Cell Phone 203-470-9395

Lee West - Newsletter Editor
366 Main Street
Wethersfield, CT  06109
Home Phone 860-721-1185
E-Mail: lfwest@sbcglobal.net

Editor’s Note:  ASC News is 
published three times a year, in 
September, January and March.  
Please address inquiries and 
contributions to future issues to ASC 
News, Lee West - Editor, 366 Main 
St., Wethersfield, CT  06109 
E-Mail: lfwest@sbcglobal.net

Have You Checked Our 
Website Recently?

Visit us at 
www.connarchaeology.org

for the latest information about the 
ASC, archaeology in our region, and 
an electronic version of this 
newsletter, constantly updated by 
our webmasters Jay and Dawn 
McMahon.  Buy books and other 
merchandise from the ASC 
Bookstore and help benefit your 
society!

2009 DUES NOW PAYABLE

It’s time to renew your membership 
for 2009.  Check your mailing label 
if you are unsure if you are current. 
(The label may not reflect payments 
received in the last month)  If it 
reads 08 or earlier, please fill out 
the form and mail it back with your 
check.  Thanks!

I want to apply/renew membership 
in the Archaeological Society of 
Connecticut, Inc. (ASC) to promote 
archaeological research, conser-
vation and service.  Enclosed are my 
dues for the membership category: 
(circle one)

     Individual             $25.00
     Institutional          $40.00
     Life                      $300.00

Name:  ______________________
Address:  ____________________
____________________________
Phone:  (___) _________________
E-Mail:  _____________________

Send to Cosimo Sgarlata, ASC 
Treasurer, 1 Roscoe St., Norwalk, 
CT  06851
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF CONNECTICUT

FALL MEETING

Saturday, October 17, 2009

Mashantucket Pequot Museum
Ledyard, Connecticut

Dawn Brown, Program Chair

Admission: non-members (general public)-$10; members (ASC and FOSA)-$8; students-$5
NOTE: This admission allows you to view the museums exhibits for no additional charge.
Attendees should use the Group Sales Entrance.  Please follow signs for the ASC Meeting.

Morning Session Theme: Archaeology and Museums

9:15 Registration Begins (with coffee and doughnuts)  Attendees will also be treated 
to a behind the scenes tour of the Research Center labs.  Multiple tour groups 
can be accommodated depending upon the level of interest.  Please indicate if 
you would like a lab tour when you register.

9:55 Welcome and Announcements - Dan Cruson, President, Archaeological
Society of Connecticut, Cynthia Redman, President FOSA

10:00-10:30 Adrienne Saint-Pierre, Fairfield Museum and History Center 
Threading the Needle in the Haystack:  A Curator’s Perspective on
Connecting Artifacts and Sites

Abstract:  This presentation will focus on the curatorial process of identifying the “place 
connections” of several artifacts, including a militia officer’s chapeau, two wool cloaks, a 
“leather chair,” and bone buttons.  Whereas an archeologist begins with the particular location 
where he or she expects to find artifacts and fragments, a curator starts with the artifact and then 
“works backward” to find the locations that help define it.  Using clues within the artifact along 
with other research, curators try to determine - or conjecture - what place or places may be 
associated with the manufacture and use of an object.  Each of the objects to be discussed 
presents a different challenge, some relating to sites that could potentially be part of an 
archeological study. 

Speaker:  Since 1999, Adrienne Saint-Pierre has been the Curator at the Fairfield Museum and 
History Center, formerly the Fairfield Historical Society.  Previously she worked at the 
Wadsworth Atheneum, The Connecticut Historical Society, and the Simsbury Historical Society, 
as well as several history organizations in Ohio.  Her area of special interest is 18th and 19th

century textiles and clothing.
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10:30-11:00 Kate Steinway, Connecticut Historical Society
Historical Objects: Lost and Found

Abstract:  The Connecticut Historical Society has been collecting objects since 1825. Each 
comes with a story that reveals something about human life at the time. Often the story includes 
where and how the object was found. Sometimes its finding is miraculous and joyful, sometimes 
it is disputed and contentious -- and sometimes the story changes over time.  Kate Steinway, the 
Executive Director of the Connecticut Historical Society, will discuss three examples from the 
Society's collection.

Speaker:  Kate Steinway became Executive Director of the Connecticut Historical Society in 
Hartford in 2007.  She assumed the job with a background in curatorial work, education, and 
exhibitions. She has an MA in Art History from the University of Chicago and a BA from Smith 
College.

11:00-11:30 Roger Colten, Ph.D., Peabody Museum of Natural History
The Anthropology Collections of the Peabody Museum of Natural History, 
Yale University

Abstract:  The anthropology collections of the Peabody Museum of Natural History are 
worldwide in origin but heavily weighted towards archaeological material from the Americas.
Caribbean archaeology is the largest portion of our collection but we also have substantial 
archaeological collections from South America, the Southeastern United States, Connecticut, and 
Iran.  Connecticut archaeological collections form an important part of our holdings.  Oceania 
and North America are the best represented regions among the ethnographic collections. In this 
presentation I will describe the history of the collections and discuss their research potential.

Speaker:  Roger Colten received his Ph.D. in archaeology from University of California, Los 
Angeles.  He has conducted archaeological field work in North America, Europe, and the Middle 
East.  His primary research interests are in faunal analysis and coastal adaptations of hunter-
gatherers.  Dr.  Colten has been working in museums since the mid-1980s and at the Peabody 
Museum since 1997, currently as Senior Collections Manager in the anthropology division.

11:30-12:00 Cheri Collins, Connecticut Archaeology Center
What’s it Worth vs. What’s its Value: Collections in the Age of 
Antiques Roadshow

Abstract:  Every museum in the United States has been adversely affected by the financial crisis 
and economic downslide of the last year.  Many of the smaller museums are closing their doors.
Many larger museums are laying off staff, reducing hours and cutting out departments.  Some, 
such as the Rose Art Museum at Brandeis have turned to selling off some portions of their 
collections to attempt to stay afloat.  In this talk, we will examine the deaccessioning controversy 
from differing viewpoints, ethical, legal and financial, and open up a dialogue with the audience 
about this pressing and painful dilemma. 

Speaker:  Cheri Collins received her M.S. from the University of Connecticut and is presently
Program Coordinator and Collection Manager of the Connecticut State Museum of Natural 
History and Connecticut Archaeology Center, University of Connecticut. Her area of special 
interest is vertebrate zoology.
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12:00-2:00 Lunch (not included in registration): Cafeteria available at the museum
and/or explore the museum exhibits or possible lab tour) 

Afternoon Theme: Military Archaeology

2:00-2:30 Kevin McBride, Ph.D., University of Connecticut, Mashantucket Pequot 
Museum & Research Center and David Naumec, Clark University, 
Mashantucket Pequot Museum & Research Center
Battlefields of the Pequot War

Abstract:  The Mashantucket Pequot Museum and Research Center has initiated a long-term 
project to document the battlefields of the Pequot War (1636-1637).  This project, funded by the 
National Park Service American Battlefield Protection Program is in its third year. The first 
phase of research was analysis of primary documents associated with the war to identify possible 
battlefields and sites associated with the war.  To date, twelve battlefields in eight towns and 
three states have been identified.

The second two-year grant cycle, begun in August of this year, will focus on the Battle of Mystic 
Fort, which consists of the site of the Pequot fortified village at Mystic and the English and 
Mohegan/Narragansett attack on the village on May 26, 1637 which resulted in the massacre of 
over 400 men, women and children. In addition to the Mystic Fort battle, at least three other 
engagements took place on Pequot Hill that day as well as at least two temporary encampments 
where the English rested and cared for their wounded. Fieldwork, will employing metal detector 
surveys and archaeological testing and excavation will attempt to locate and delineate this sites 
and actions. 

Speakers:  Kevin McBride is Director of Research for the Mashantucket Pequot Museum and 
Research Center and an Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the University of Connecticut.

David Naumec is a graduate student in history at Clark University.  His interests are military 
history and social history. David is the Mashantucket Pequot Museum’s military historian for 
the Pequot War Grant from the National Park Service’s American Battlefields Protection 
Program.

2:30-3:00 Laurie Weinstein, Bethany A. Morrison, and Cosimo Sgarlata, Western
Connecticut State University
Archaeological Investigations at Redding’s Middle Encampment

Abstract:  Western Connecticut State University’s Summer Field School in Archaeology has 
been working since 2007 at a Revolutionary War winter encampment site in Redding, CT.  
American troops, under the command of General Putnam, spent the winter of 1778-79 camped in 
three locations in the town of Redding: at what is now Putnam State Park, at a location that has 
subsequently been destroyed by residential development, and in the “Middle Encampment,” the 
only one of the three to remain undisturbed, and the focus of our investigation.  To date, field 
research has focused on mapping surface features and conducting limited test excavations.  
Preliminary data indicate similarities to, as well as differences from, other Revolutionary camps.  
Long-term goals include nominating the site as a State Archaeological Preserve and investigating 
the roles of blacks, Native Americans, and female camp followers at the camp.  We will present 
data resulting from efforts on three fronts:  ethnohistory, excavation, and GIS mapping.
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Speakers:  Laurie Weinstein, Professor of Anthropology at WCSU, received her Ph.D. from 
Southern Methodist University.  She has authored and edited numerous books on Native 
Americans and women and the U.S. military. These include: “Gender Camouflage,” “Wives and 
Warriors,” “Enduring Traditions,” “The Wampanoag,” and “Native Peoples of the Southwest.” 
She is the general editor for Native Peoples of the Americas for the University of Arizona Press. 
Weinstein manages the archaeology program at WestConn whose focus is in the field of Cultural 
Resource Management.

Bethany Morrison, Assistant Professor of Anthropology on Special Appointment at WCSU, 
earned an M.S. in archaeology and a Ph.D. in anthropology from the University of California at 
Riverside.  She is a member of the Register of Professional Archaeologists and has conducted 
archaeological field work in California, the desert Southwest, Belize, Mexico, and New 
England.  Her research interests include cultural ecology, ancient agriculture, community 
structure, and settlement patterns.  She is co-editor of the book, Lifeways in the Northern Maya 
Lowlands: New Approaches to Archaeology in the Yucatán Peninsula, published by the 
University of Arizona Press.

Cosimo Sgarlata, Adjunct Professor of Anthropology at WCSU, received his Ph.D. from the 
Graduate Center of the City University of New York.  His work focuses on lithic production in 
the Northeastern United States.  As a consultant to the WCSU Summer Field School in 
Archaeology, Sgarlata has provided expertise in the use of Geographical Information Systems.

3:00-3:30 Nick Bellantoni, Connecticut State Archaeologist, Thomas Palshaw, New 
England Air Museum, Paul Scannell, Friends of the Office of State 
Archaeology, Roger Thompson, Friends of the Office of State Archaeology
The Search for Lt. Eugene Bradley’s 1941 Airplane Crash Site

Abstract:  Five years ago, the New England Air Museum requested assistance from the state 
archaeologist to locate the Lt. Eugene Bradley's crash site in East Granby.  The P-40 aircraft 
accident occurred in August 1941 with Bradley being the first fatality at the newly-opened 
airfield which was then named after him.  Military records did not disclose the specific location 
of the crash site.  Using geo-physical techniques, historic documents, informant interviews, aerial 
photos and soil cores, we were able to locate the crash site under the international airport's 
Runway 33.

Speakers:  Nicholas F. Bellantoni serves as the state archaeologist with the Connecticut State 
Museum of Natural History and Archaeology Center at the University of Connecticut. He 
received his doctorate in anthropology from UConn in 1987 and was shortly thereafter appointed 
state archaeologist.  His duties are many, but primarily include the preservation of archaeological 
sites in the state.  His research background is the analysis of skeletal remains from eastern North 
America.  He has been excavating in Connecticut for over 30 years.  This paper was co-authored 
by Thomas Palshaw, New England Air Museum, Paul Scannell, Friends of the Office of State 
Archaeology and Roger Thompson, Friends of the Office of State Archaeology.

3:30-4:00 Lab Tours.  
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DIRECTIONS TO THE FALL MEETING

Mashantucket Pequot Museum & Research Center, Ledyard, CT

From Hartford 
Follow Route 2 East, take Exit 28 South to Route 395 South. From Route 395 
South, take Exit 79A to Route 2A East, crossing the Mohegan-Pequot Bridge. 
Turn left on Route 12 then take the first right onto Route 2A. Continue along 
Route 2A East, which leads into Route 2 East. Continue past the main 
entrance to Foxwoods Resort Casino on the right, and take a right at the next 
traffic light onto Route 214. Drive 3/10 mile and turn right onto the Pequot 
Trail. The Public Safety Building will be on the left. Continue until you reach 
the museum parking lot.

From NYC/New Haven 
Follow Route 95 North, take Exit 92. Turn left onto Route 2 West. Stay on 
Route 2 West for 8 miles. Take the Ledyard Center exit; then move to the 
left-hand lane for Route 214. Drive 3/10 mile to third light, turn right onto 
Pequot Trail. The Public Safety Building is on the left. Continue until you 
reach the museum parking lot.  


